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HEADTEACHER 

Head’s View 
 

Dear parents and friends of BHS 

Welcome to the first newsletter of the year! I am pleased to report to 
you that the term has started well; we have a full staff complement, 
students are working hard and there is a very positive feel about the 
school. 

As usual we have many interesting articles for you to read, from 
community work and sports activities, to university visits and paired 
reading schemes, all showing the wealth of exciting things that 
happen in our school. We had a very successful open evening in late 
September when most of the school returned in the evening to show 
prospective parents around the school. It was a very enjoyable night 
and I think everyone who came, went away impressed that such a 
small school can do such excellent things! 

 
 

A Taste of  

University Life 
Before we broke up for the 
summer term I was given 
the opportunity along with 4 
other Yr10 students to  

attend an Aimhigher Residential at Edge Hill University, Ormskirk in West 
Lancashire to experience Uni life first hand.  This was a 3 day residential, 
which started off as always, with a bus journey, en route we picked up 
other Cumbrian students. 

On arrival we were greeted by some of Edge Hill’s student ambassadors, 
who were to look after us during our stay.  We were given a tour of the 
campus and then issued with a key to our own rooms in the halls of  
residence.  Even although the campus is big it is still easy to find your way 
around. 

The first activity planned was entitled ‘Rock & River’, aptly named as we 
then took part in a whole host of adventurous activities such as canoeing, 
raft building & rock climbing.  If we weren’t wet before, we were after as we 
ALL jumped into the river! In the evening we got to know some of the other 
Cumbrian students at a BBQ. The remaining days were taken up with  
academic tasters, we were able to choose which lectures we attended 
ranging from Drama & Sport through to Psychology & Criminology. And the 
nights were full of organised social activities with plenty of chill out time. 

One thing I have taken away from this residential is that it doesn’t matter 
what your background, race or what gender you are, University makes you 
feel like you belong and that we all should have the opportunity to go if we 

want.                                                                    Rebecca Nicholson YR11 

“This was a good experience of what University life is like, it was good to 

join in with other schools and meet new people.” Danielle Lindsay 

“It reinforced my goal to attend university; I especially liked attending 

the lectures.” Sam Taylor 

“It helped me to understand that if I worked hard I would be able to go to 

University too.” Gareth James 
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ASDAN CHRISTMAS 

SALE 
Wednesday 14th December 

@ 12.30 - 1.30pm 

Christmas wreaths and lots of home 

grown & baked produce for sale. 

Science Club 
Science Club will be up and 
running again after ½ term, 
this year it will be held on 
Thursday from 1.00 – 1.25pm. 
Each week we will carry out 
mini experiments, which are 
interesting, sometimes messy 
but ALWAYS fun. All students 
are welcome.   

Dr. Graham 

Morrison's superstores are once again  
supporting schools around the country by 
their ‘Let’s Grow’ Campaign.  Let’s Grow 
vouchers are  issued for every £10 spent in 
store.  We hope to gather in lots of these 
vouchers and exchange them for great  
gardening equipment, anything from wellies 
to watering cans, composting bins and even 
plant and vegetable seeds.  If you, any of 
your family or friends shop at Morrison's we 
would be grateful if you would please send in 
your vouchers with your child to school.  Help 
us to keep our school’s budding  
horticulturalists growing! 

Governor Vacancy 
An exciting opportunity has arisen  to play a part in the running of our school. 

The full governing body normally meets about 5 times per academic year. The committees 
that support the governing body usually meet once a term, so 3 times per academic year. 
Governors spend an average of 3 hours per school month on related activities including the 
meetings and preparatory reading. 

The governing body is answerable to parents and the community. 
The core responsibilities can be summarised as: 

•    providing strategic management 
•    acting as a critical friend to the school 
•    ensuring accountability 
•    promoting high standards of education and achievement 
•    planning the schools’ long term future 
•    setting the school’s aims and values 
•    appointing senior members of staff including the Head Teacher 
•    budgetary allocation and control 

If you are interested in playing a part please contact  
Clerk to the Governors, Mrs A Hemingway at the school on  

016973 20509,  beaconhill@beaconhill.cumbria.sch.uk or by letter. 
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This year’s National Poetry Day 

theme was Games, so on this note I 

decided to challenge each form to 

create a poetry Roundabout, taking 

inspiration from the current children’s 

Poet Laureate Julia Donaldson. This 

competition was aimed more at playing and having 

fun with words than actual poetry writing by making 

up word chains consisting of word compounds or 

pairs.  Laura Foster-Devaney’s, Year 10, individual 

entry ‘Motive to Murder’ took this challenge one step 

further and actually connected meaningful words into 

a poem. Well done to all who took part.                                                           

Prefects - Paired Reading 
Recently the prefects have been involved in setting up  
and carrying out paired reading sessions during 
morning registration. These sessions are aimed at 
helping lower school pupils to improve and 
develop their reading skills within a supportive 
atmosphere and provide younger pupils with 
another opportunity to read within school. 

Paired reading involves Year 7 and 8 pupils 
reading to their prefect peers who offer support and 
guidance with difficult words and encourage them to 
add emphasis and expression when reading. In addition 
to this the prefects take turns with their readers and  
read to them. Targeted pupils from each form will be 
presented with the opportunity to engage with these paired reading  
sessions every other week. 

The reading skills that children will be developing during these sessions will inevitably support 
their learning across many different aspects of learning within school, enabling them to achieve 
goals with greater confidence. 

The paired reading sessions are also a positive experience for the prefects as it gives them some 
responsibility and allows them to make a difference and help the younger pupils within our school 
with their reading.   

Motive to Murder 

Viva la Vida, Vida Loca, Locomotive     

Motive to murder, Murder scene  

Scene Fifty, Fifty years   

Years pass, 'Pass Behind' 

Behind Bars 

Forever 

By Laura Foster-Devaney, Kentigern 2 

Individual Winning Entry 

LAWSON 1 - FORM WINNING ENTRY 

Mrs Cruickshank 

Mr Bragg Cover HLTA 
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Emergency Services 

Awareness 
At the beginning of October we went to 
Whitehaven Fire Station. which is in 
Hensingham a short distance from the town 
centre.    

On arrival we were told that a firefighter could 
be called upon to tackle various emergency 
situations where problem solving skills and 
initiative are vital to resolving issues quickly 
and calmly. Incidents vary from tackling fires 
and rescuing people from burning buildings to 
dealing with chemical spillages and road traffic 
collisions. At the station there are 28 regular 
firefighters who provide 24 hour cover as well 
as 12 retained (on call) firefighters. The station 
houses 3 fire engines two of which are 
equipped for road traffic accidents and the 
third is a multi purpose fire engine with the 
capability for foam production, environmental 
protection and rural fire fighting.  

We were split into two groups; one group went 
to look at the fire engines and informed what 

the equipment was, what it would be used for and why, they also had a look at the tools used for 
road traffic accidents. In another room the second group put on oxygen masks and were taken 
one by one into a dark room to see what it would be like in a fire situation. They walked down a 
dark corridor keeping close to the wall, tapping their feet and waving to see if anything was in 
front of them. We also had the chance to use thermal imaging equipment. Both groups had the 
opportunity to do all the activities. 

We were accompanied by a special 
guest from Ghana, Mr Alex 
Hughes, who has recently retired 
from his post as Central Regional 
Fire Commander of the Ghana 
National Fire Service. Mrs Skillicorn 
knew Mr Hughes through our 
Global Partnership links with 
Ghana  

This visit was really interesting 
experience as we had the chance 
to see all the equipment they used 
on an emergency call out. The high
-tec tools that they use are worth a 
lot of money.  The firemen & 
women have to be into their 
protective clothing super fast and 
on the engine to be in time to save 
lives at any time of day or night.  
On the whole it was a good day 

and we certainly learnt a lot about the fire service.                                                   ASDAN TEAM 
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The Good Life   
Day on a Farm 

On 21st September the ASDAN group had its first trip 
of the year to Greenrigg, a small farm east of Carlisle 
owned by one of our teachers, Miss Pandrich. It 
seemed so quiet and peaceful; the house was large 
and quite old with lovely stonework.  There were lots of 
cats around, 10 in total, of course everybody loved 
making a fuss of the cats! 

After a short stop for a drink we set to work by moving 
some old lawnmowers up to the gate ready for 
collection. Damien and Connor started sawing some 
firewood while Ross and Ryan got busy cutting grass 
using two petrol lawnmowers. I moved a bench so that 
Ross and Ryan could cut the next area of lawn, I then 
helped Damien mow another area of grass - Miss 
Pandrich sure has a lot of lawn!! Some of the grass 
cuttings went to the pigs and the rest went on the 
compost heap. Connor also emptied a bag of seaweed 
(collected at Allonby the week before) into the compost 
heap, which will rot down and all the goodness in the seaweed will help to make a brilliant 

fertiliser.  

Connor & Daniel repaired a chicken coop fence whilst 
we burnt any bits of scrap bits of wood lying around. 
We noticed a chicken had made her nest and was 
sitting on some eggs in a bush near to where we had 
the fire. 

Seven pigs were kept on a bit of land surrounded by a 
low electric fence. Damien & I fed them first with 
windfall apples and pears from our school grounds, 
the others were given the chance to feed them again 
later on.  

In the afternoon after lunch Damien & I cut some 
willow down and Michael weaved it into a fence 
around the vegetable garden. The other lads cut 
some more wood whilst the girls washed up the lunch 
dishes and then watered the plants in the 
greenhouse.  

Shortly after we headed back to school and returned 
all our tools to the store room ready for our next task.                                                                     

 Thomas Carrick YR10 

Bags of Logs for Sale  
£4 per bag – collect from reception. 
When they are gone they’re gone! 
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Carbon Count 
A group of Cumbrian schools are taking 
part in a brand new pilot to drive down 
energy use and cut their carbon footprint 
in a new sustainability programme which 
launched on Wednesday September 21. 

Beacon Hill is one of nineteen schools 
who will be taking part in the “Carbon 
Count’ programme.  The carbon reduction 
target we have been set is 30 tonnes by 
September 2012. Carbon Count is being 
delivered by Cumbria County Council in 
partnership with the Carbon Trust. 

Carbon Count will focus initially on 
reducing energy use as we can potentially achieve large savings over a fairly short amount of 
time. The programme will roll out to include carbon reduction activities in procurement, transport 
and recycling as it progresses. At the same time it will help schools to educate children about the 
wider issues around climate change. 

Mark Buchanan, Cumbria’s Sustainability officer has been into school to lead an assembly to 
launch this project. We will be working closely with Mark in the future to help us achieve our aim 
of a 15% reduction in our carbon footprint. 

We hope that our school council will lead some of the planned projects but everyone can get 
involved - it could be as simple as switching on to switching off!  Another quick win could be 
turning down the thermostat. 

Please share your ideas with your child who may then pass on any suggestions to their form 

school council representative.                                                                               Mrs Hemingway 

ASDAN Community 
Challenges 

The ASDAN team created scarecrows 
ready for Blennerhasset & Baggrows charity 
Scarecrows weekend.  The weekend was 
organised to raise money for local charities, 
the Eden Valley Hospice and the Air 
Ambulance Service.  Local villagers put 
their scarecrows on display one weekend in 
August and people came from far and wide 
to see the comical but very creative 
scarecrows as well as enjoy the 
refreshments and stalls in the village hall. 

The scarecrows made by our students 
graced the front of my house in Blennerhasset and pointed the way to the village hall. 

The event was a fantastic success raising a mammoth £1,700. One of the organisers, Caroline 
Turner was so impressed with our students efforts they were invited to a Blennerhasset & 
Baggrow coffee morning where they were presented with a certificate for their scarecrow 
making, helping out with the refreshments and working on the stalls.  Caroline commented “The 
students have been great, their scarecrows were excellent and we hope they will join in again 

next year.”                                                                                                                 Mrs Skillicorn 
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Coast to coast was an amazing experience, 
hugely challenging but exciting as I’m sure most 
of us that took part would agree. In reality, it was 
so much more than I can describe! 

I can’t believe it started out as a small bike club 
and how it has grown. We only had a slight 
inkling at the beginning to do the actual coast to 
coast, but I for one am so glad that we did it. 

Of course in any big group, people will drop out. 
Out of a large group of 40 students, staff & 
volunteers, 19 took up the challenge and cycled 
the whole 145 miles coast to coast. We wouldn’t 
have managed it without the fabulous support & 
encouragement from Mr Young, Mr Gee as well 
as PC Chris Blane and PSCO Chrissie Miles, Mr 
Barnes, and my mum. Our brilliant back-up was 
provided by Mrs Young (not forgetting her 
daughter Imogen) along with Nicole Nicholson, 
Sophie Holiday and Natasha Barnes in the mini 
bus and Mrs McGeogh back at school organising 
all the food preparation before hand. Mr and Mrs. 
Barnes and my dad, were there for bike 
transportation to Whitehaven and back again 
from Tynemouth. Thank you we couldn’t have 
done it without you all. 

Every Thursday evening after school, we went on 
a bike ride, a different route every week but in 
the end all the training paid off - we raised an 
amazing £2170 for Help for Heroes and The 
Great North Air Ambulance. 

Setting off from Whitehaven lots of parents & 
friends came to cheer us off.  It was a nice, 
gentle, flat start, along a cycle path; 3 miles in, 
we had the first of our mechanical problems. 
After a long day of cycling through the lovely 
Lake District countryside my bike broke at the 
bottom of Whinlatter, but thanks to Mr Young it 
was soon fixed and we hit the road again. 
Everybody was exhausted when we arrived at 
the Keswick Youth hostel, and initially just 
wanted to go to sleep.  But we managed a walk 
around Keswick & a few games of pool, which 
was going well until Mr Young was breakin’ off & 
the white ball flew off the table & hilariously 
straight out of the window into the river! 

We all awoke the following morning to a beautiful 
sunny day, we set off and cycled along the 
Keswick to Threlkeld railway line, and from then 
onwards it was up hill all the way. Towards the 
end of the day we approached the longest climb 
of the route. Hartside pass! I was at the back with 
PC Blane, and it was a long, hard slog, but 
everybody made it to the top. This definitely was 
the hardest day for me. My mum was really 
looking forward to a nice cup of coffee in the cafe 
at the top, but by the time we got there it had 
shut!  After lots of photos at the top, the last few 
miles of the day was a really enjoyable downhill 
ride to the hostel at Alston. 

On the third day another lovely morning dawned, 
with yet more hills to climb, the first one being the 
steep cobbled hill in the middle of Alston, we 
then cycled onto Nenthead.  We ultimately 
reached the highest point of the coast to coast. 
At this stage I realised that I had left my bag at 
the last stop so the wonderful Mr Gee 
volunteered to cycle back to look for it, but did a 
typical man look and could not find it. With some 
help from the man in the bike shop at Nenthead, 
Mr Young biked down and hurray, found it. 
Phew! But of course they’ve all teased me about 
this ever since! More hills followed, until 
eventually we came to the steepest hill on the 
cycle, which was at Stanhope, aptly named 
Crawersly Brow. It was really tough but on 
reaching the top we knew that it would be 
downhill all the way to the sea. What an 
exhilarating feeling on reaching the top. That 
night we stayed at the Y.M.C.A in Consett, the 
last and final day’s cycling was all downhill, 
through the centre of Newcastle to the sea at 
Tynemouth. 

We had a really great time, some parts were 
really hard but we had a lot of fun & laughter 
along the way, without a doubt we all felt a huge 
sense of achievement and I’m really pleased that 
I took part. Can’t wait to do it again next year!  As 
a treat we all went to Nando’s and to top it all off 
we went to see transformers 3 in 3D; most 
people were so tired that they fell asleep! A great 

end to a great 4 days!                 Sally Dixon Yr9  

Achieving our Goal—C2C 
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Sunday 23rd October Prefects reward trip 

Monday 31st October School returns after 1/2 term break 

Wed 2nd—Fri 4th November YR7 Adventure Residential 

Tuesday 8th November Leavers of 2011 Awards Evening 6.30—8pm 

W/beg 14th November YR7-9 Key Assessments 

Tuesday 15th November YR11 Science Module exam 

Tues 15th, Thurs 17th & Tues 
22nd November 

YR11 Home Economics Controlled Assessments 

W/beg 21st November YR7-9 Interim Reports sent home 

W/beg 5th December YR11 Mock exams & YR10 Internal exams 

W/beg 12th December Work Life Balance week no after school clubs or detentions 

Tues 13th & Wed 14th December Art & Graphics Controlled Mock Exam 

Wednesday 14th December YR11 French Speaking Tests 

Thursday 15th December School Christmas Lunch 

Friday 16th December School Carol Service at St Kentigern’s (provisional) 

Friday 16th December End of Term 

Wednesday 4th January 2012 Spring Term begins for students Im
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Is your child interested in following a  

career in Engineering?  If so you may be 

interested in accompanying them to the  

external event below @ Energus, Workington .  

Please be aware this event is scheduled for 

Saturday 5th November 10am—3pm 

NEWSLETTER SURVEY 

We are currently conducting a short survey regarding our newsletters.  We would  
appreciate a few moments of your time to help us evaluate how informative and enjoyable 
you feel the newsletter is.  The survey can be accessed using the web address below or 
via a pop up on the Newsletter page under the News & Calendar tab on our school  

website.                          http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/SQ22PF8   

2012 Ski Trip 
 

If you were unable to attend 
the ski trip presentation on the 
11th October, below is some information that 
you may find useful. 

Statutory Kit List 
2 pairs of thick socks 
1 pair of ski gloves 

Good quality ski googles 
Layers of clothing (e.g. tops, thin fleeces, 

jumpers) 
Scarf and warm hat 

Old trainers (or something that doesn’t matter 
if they get wet/dirty) 
High factor sunblock 

Students must wear a protective helmet 

but  school will pay & organize for the hire 

Orders for hired clothing need to be brought 
to school, however information can be ac-
cessed on www.sub32.com  or through the 
Parents tab on the school website. 

Deadline for full payment  

is Friday 4th November 


