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Dear parents and friends of BHS  

I hope that as parents and friends of Beacon Hill you will enjoy this 
Christmas newsletter which is full of all the extracurricular things we 
get up to when we are not in lessons! It is great to see so many of 
our students using the opportunity to develop their learning outside 
the usual classroom situation from field visits to Ennerdale to wobbly 
pole climbing at Castle Head! 

We finish the term with a Christmas coffee morning for the 
community and our annual Carol service which, this year, is at the 
Methodist Chapel in Aspatria. All are welcome to attend. 

Please enjoy your Christmas wherever you may be and I wish you a 
peaceful and Happy New Year from all the students, staff and 
Governors of Beacon Hill. 
 

 

This newsletter has kindly been sponsored by 

 

 

 

If you would like to sponsor one of our newsletters please contact  

our school business manager, Mrs Hemingway. 

Sports Leadership 

Sports leadership is something that I have always promoted since becom-
ing head of department; I think it is a fantastic way for all students to be  
involved in sport regardless of ability. Students from all years in school 
have the opportunity to be involved in sports leadership both within lessons 
and clubs. In year 9 I have selected ten students who are training to be 
qualified young leaders; they have already helped me run 3 primary  
festivals which have been run effortlessly. I have also applied to run a  
project with them called Living for Sport; the programme aims to raise self 
esteem and encourage more students to enjoy sport in any shape or form. 
Through this programme we have been fortunate to have 2012 British 
hopeful JJ Jegede, English long jump champion, into school to do an  
assembly and meet the lucky ten year 9 students. 

JJ will be back in early January to start the programme with them and I’m 

sure they will gain a lot from it.                                                      Mr Young 
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Children in Need 
The Prefects decided that they would like to do their bit to  
support the Children in Need appeal.  

After much deliberation they agreed on a cake sale and a raffle. 
While they got busy in the kitchen creating some wonderful  
culinary delights a request was sent out to students and staff for 
donations of raffle prizes.  There was a great response to their 

appeal and they would like to thank all donators for their generosity, it was much appreciated. 

Leading up to the 18th November the Prefects gave up their break and lunch times selling raffle 
tickets and promoting the upcoming cake sale. 

Needless to say the cakes didn’t last long, a complete sell out 10 minutes after opening the stall! 
The raffle was finally drawn during a whole school assembly on the 2nd December with 22 lucky 
prize winners. 

Again the Prefects would like to thank everyone for your help in raising the whopping £157.41 
which will go towards helping others less fortunate than ourselves.                          Mrs Donnelly 

Thank you for helping us to fill 11 shoeboxes 

(almost 2 per form) for Operation Christmas Child.  

Operation Christmas Child is the world's largest children's 
Christmas project, run by the Christian charity Samaritan's 
Purse. They send gift-filled shoeboxes around the world, 
bringing joy into the lives of underprivileged children. 
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French/L2L Challenge 
Before half-term the whole of year 9 took 
part in a cross curricular L2L/French 
challenge where we were put into groups 
of four and given the task of creating a 
magazine in French. We had to include a 
TV guide, film guide, weather forecast 
and some information about some 
celebrities. We had 3 consecutive lessons 
to complete it in and at the end we peer 
assessed each other’s finished products. 
It was very challenging and it was hard to 
stay resilient throughout but every group 
managed to complete the task. Half way 
through we encountered a technical hitch 
when groups weren’t able to open the 
work they had saved but we improvised 

and everyone produced a magazine in time to reach the deadline. We used a 3-point scoring 
system to assess each other’s work according to the success criteria we were set at the start of 
the task; 3 points meant they had completed the success criteria, 2 points meant they had nearly 
completed the criteria, 1 point meant they had touched on it and 0 meant they hadn’t included it 
at all. 

I think including L2L in our French lessons is a good idea. In my opinion, French is quite a hard 

subject but working in a group with other people helped me understand what I was doing and 

how I needed to do it.                                                                                    Lynsey Rumney YR9 

 

Aspatria  
Tree Festival 

A group of year 7 students were involved 
in dressing a Christmas tree at St 
Kentigerns church in Aspatria. The church 
hosted a Christmas tree festival involving 
organisations in the town.  

Each organisation was given a theme to 
display on the tree. The themes were 
based on different characters or places 
that played a part in the birth of Jesus. 
Beacon Hill’s theme was the Virgin Mary 
and the colour blue. This prompted Mrs 
Clitheroe into organising the students into 
making some figures of Mary out of clay and some students dressed dolly pegs. 

The students decorated the tree with the Mary figures, blue foil chains that they had also made, 
blue baubles and blue tinsel. Mr Eley, the site manager very kindly came to the church to help 
with putting the lights and decorations round the top of the tree as it was quite tall. 

With the lights in place and lit up  the tree looked beautiful and we all felt very proud. Trudy 
Donald from year 7 commented that “There were lots of sparkling trees in the festival” and that 
“Our tree looked lovely when finished”. We have also had some comments back from the festival 

that the public thought the blue was spectacular.                                                   Mrs Sanderson 
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YR7 Adventure Residential 
At the beginning of November Year 7 
accompanied by Mrs Richardson, Mr Gee & Mrs 
Baxter went on a 3 day residential to Castle 
Head, a field studies centre at Grange over 
Sands.   

Throughout the residential we took part in a 
variety of outdoor team activities. Sometimes we 
worked in large groups, sometimes in smaller 
groups and sometimes as pairs but the aim 
throughout was working together as a team to 
help each other get the most out of the exciting 
challenges offered. 

We took part in a very ‘wobbly’ experience. On 
the wobbly pole we were in teams of four. We 
practiced on how we were going to fall off the 
platform. For safety we wore full-body harnesses, 
making sure that they were tight enough and not 
too baggy. We had ‘ladder men’ who carried the 
ladder over to the pole so that we could climb up 
it and reach the pole’s handles and foot pieces 

which led up to the platform. We had to be 
very steady and brave to reach the top, it 
put you under a lot of pressure, but in a 
fun way. We all found this activity very 
exciting and began to feel more confident 
about working in our teams. 

For the abseiling tree in our groups we 
were all given different roles. Someone to 
collect the ropes into a bucket and a few 
more worked on pulling the rope to ensure 
that the person travelling up the tree was 
kept very tight and secure. We had all set 
ourselves a target as to what height we 
hoped we would reach—most people 
reached theirs! We found this activity 
breath-taking and fantastic fun. 

The low ropes course was made up of 
wood, tyres and rope. Some parts were 
more difficult than others but overall it was 
really good fun. Sometimes partners 
would have to take turns at helping each 
other balance on things like the see-saws. 
There were nets to go through, a little 
stick tunnel and even a zip wire - we 
balanced and crawled on a lot of things. In 
places it was quite dark so some of us 
wore head torches to guide ourselves 
safely.  
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At Humphrey Head we did a sea level 
traverse (rock scrambling). When we 
were there we learnt how to get out of 
quick sand by first lifting your heel then 
your toes. We went through small spaces 
and through a cave. On some parts it was 
slippy and our instructor gave us 
challenges all the way around. As we 
went round the instructors told us a story 
about wolves. Ages ago there were loads 
of wolves in Britain, however later on only 
one was left but it too was killed. Legend 
says that if you lick your finger and wipe it 
over one of the rocks your finger would 
have blood on! 

After tea one night we went on a night 
walk. It was quite dark and spooky; some 
teams were allowed to switch on their 
torches, but some others weren’t! We 
went through some woods, through some 
gates, up some hills and down some hills. 
We reached an old empty inn. Back in the 
days it was a hospice for those who 
travelled. There were some steep steps 
leading up to the top of the building. We 
loved the night walk and enjoyed being 
outdoors in the dark. 

When we did fire lighting we went to part 
of the hostel, where there were logs set 
out for us to sit on around the area we 
were going to make the fire. We used 
Vaseline and cotton wool as kindling. Our 
instructor taught us a good technique, 
which was to blow underneath the fire to 
make a better flame. Once the fire was 
ready we made bread (cooked around a 
stick) and hot chocolate.  

As you will have read we certainly 
experienced a fun filled 3 days through 
which we got to know each other much 
better as well learning how to work as a 
team and support each other. 

Readathon would like to say 

a huge THANK YOU  
to  the YR7 & 8 students of 
Beacon Hill who completed 

the Readathon Reading 
Challenge raising a total of 

£122 to help seriously ill 
children. 

Trudy Donald & Danielle Scott YR7 
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YR7 L2L  
Ennerdale  

Settlement Visit  

On arrival at Ennerdale, Mark (our National Trust warden) checked that we had the proper  
equipment and clothing especially as the weather had turned a bit wintery. We made our way to 
a little clearing where he told us about one of the settlements that used to be there and also what 
the National Trust did. Basically what they do is look after a certain area of land and try to make 
it look like what it used to be before man built on it.  

At lunchtime we headed back down to a small barn for shelter whilst we ate our packed lunches. 
Afterwards we walked out onto a field which was completely covered in snow! We came across a 
narrow stream which we all jumped over. Mark stopped us again and asked us to look around 
and see if we could spot any settlements, a few of us pointed to a rounded wall - it was in fact a 
sheep fold where the farmers brought sheep to shelter!  

Quickly we moved on to a bigger field with a large boundary around it that had fallen down. 
Gathering around a small mound which actually used to be a round hut; Mark informed us that it 
and the other small mounds used to be a small village. We climbed over a stile and encountered 
a few cows in our way but when we walked up to them they walked off. Galloway cows are  
allowed to roam free to preserve the habitat so they don’t graze in just one particular place.  After 
going through a gate, we followed a long winding road over a bridge and then we started to 
make our way up a slope back to the bus but Mr. Gee said it might be better if the bus came 
down to us. Whilst we waited, we had a massive snow ball fight. In the end we were all covered 
in snow even the teachers! Eventually the bus came and we all went home tired after a great 
day.         

Tom Askew YR7 
 

“Mark knew lots about Ennerdale and helped us with our work on settlements.” Ross Jackson 

“The visit helped me make my model settlement in Art more accurate.” Danielle Scott 

This visit was organised to 

Ennerdale as part of YR7’s  

L e a r n  2  L e a r n  

Humanities course to study 

settlement in the valley and 

how it has altered. We were 

accompanied on the visit by 

National Trust Wardens who 

gave us an insight into the 

work they do in the area 

known as “Wild Ennerdale”.             

National Trust protects and opens to the public over 350 historic houses, gardens and 
ancient monuments. But it doesn’t stop there. They also look after forests, woods, fens, 
beaches, farmland, downs, moorland, islands, archaeological remains, castles, nature 
reserves, and villages - forever, for everyone. 

Mr Gee 
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Cumbria Wildlife Trust  
Wreay Woods  

On the 19th of October we went to Wreay woods to do 
some conservation work with Cumbria Wildlife Trust 
and other volunteers from Amey Contractors who look 
after Cumbria’s roads. 

We all met at Scale Hall, a big house on the outskirts of 
Carlisle. Kevin Scott, the Cumbria Wildlife Ranger in 
charge of the day’s activities, gave us the tools we 
would need and explained our tasks for the day. Then 
we walked to site about a mile away from where we had 
parked up. 

Our first task was to take out the old fence.  To start 
with we took down the barbed wire so it did not get in 

the way, next we took off the wire mesh and rolled it up out of the way, lastly we pulled out the 
posts so we could level out the ground nearby as we were going to put in a new gate at the site. 

It took a while to level out the ground as we had to dig out a big tree stump that was in our way. 
Some of us took turns with the pick axe chopping up the roots out.  Once the site was levelled 
we dug some holes for the posts to hold the gate. We attached the fence back onto the post to 
stop the cows going near the river. We washed our tools in the river before beginning the walk 

back to the school bus - another task well done.                                     Thomas Carrick ASDAN 

Cumbria Wildlife Trust is very 
grateful for the assistance provided 
by the pupils and staff of Beacon Hill 
at our Wreay Woods Nature 
Reserve.  With their help we were 
able to install a new field gate at the 
northern entrance which will make it 
much easier to remove the odd stray 
cow that manages to find its way into 
the reserve.   The school also helped 
with a day of woodland management 
on the reserve.  Sycamore and 
beech have become common in 
some areas of the reserve which 
presents a problem.  Both species 
are beyond their native range here 
and are slowly altering the 
composition of the woodland, likely to 
r e s u l t  i n  a  l e s s  d i v e r s e 
habitat.  Cumbria Wildlife Trust aims 
to reduce the amount of these 
invasive species in the woodland to 
the benefit of native species such as 
oak, ash and birch.  The group from 
Beacon Hill helped by cutting down 
regenerating beech and sycamore on 
the western side of the reserve, 
managing to clear quite a substantial 
area.  I was delighted with the work 
and impressed at the amount the 
pupils (and staff) managed to 
achieve.  

Reserves Officer Kevin Scott 
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RUGBY 

For the first time in over 5 years we have 
managed to group together enough students to 
make up a Rugby team. Students from year 7 
and 8 enjoyed Rugby during their PE lessons so 
much that they requested a Rugby club. I 
organised the club and a friendly match against 
Netherhall. The students worked hard in the 
game and showed a lot of potential for the future. 
Unfortunately they lost but this was due to the 
experience of the Netherhall team but if the boys 
continue I have no doubt that we will be able to 
compete fully soon. To back up this effort from 
the year 7 and 8’s I contacted a member of 
Aspatria RUFC to tell him about the interest. He 
responded with a fantastic offer of an evening 
training session every Wednesday 6:30 – 7:30 at 
the Rugby Club. So far they’ve had a good turn 
out from Beacon Hill students which will hopefully 
lead to an Aspatria team, more interest in school 
and more teams for us too.  Well done year 7 and 
8 for all the commitment and hard work. 

BIKE CLUB 

Bike club is currently on hold until after February 
half term because of the darker nights and 
colder weather we are obviously unable to get 
out on any rides. We will be coming back strong 
in February with our 6 week basic skills course 
and then training for the coast to coast. 

If any parents have a spare or roadworthy old 
trailer which will carry bikes safely could you 
please get in touch with Mr. Young or Mr. Gee. 
We would be very grateful as we may then be 
able to take some students mountain biking at 
Whinlatter. 

CLUBS 

After school clubs are there for all the students 
to enjoy, however since the weather has been 
so poor we have noticed a decrease in numbers.  
After Christmas all of our clubs will be inside so 
no excuses, shake off the Christmas turkey and 

come and join in!                                 Mr Young 

Thursday 15th December 2012 School Christmas Lunch—£2 

Friday 16th December 2012 Carol Service 1pm - 1.40pm End of Autumn Term 2pm 

Wednesday 4th January 2012 Spring Term begins 

Tuesday 10th January 2012  YR11 English GCSE Unit Exam 

Thursday 12th January 2012 YR10 Biology GCSE Module Exam 

Friday 13th January 2012 YR7-10 Early Dismissal @ 1.35pm students provided with Home Study 

Friday 13th January 2012 YR11 Mock Results Afternoon 2pm 

Tuesday 17th January 2012 YR11 History GCSE Exam 

Tuesday 24th January 2012 YR11 Biology GCSE Module Exam 

Thursday 26th January 2012 YR11 Chemistry GCSE Module Exam 

Fri 3rd—Sat 11th February 2012 Austrian Ski Trip 

Wednesday 8th February 2012 YR11 French Speaking Test 

Mon 13th—Fri 17th February 
2012 

Half-term holidays 

Tuesday 21st February 2012 YR11 Next Steps Evening 6pm—7.30pm 

W/beg 27th February 2012 YR7-9 Key Assessments 

W/beg 5th March 2012 YR7-9 Interim Reports sent home with students 

Tuesday 13th March 2012 YR9 Learner Pathways & Parents Evening 

Sat 17th & Sun 18th March 2012 Edinburgh Trip 

Friday 30th March 2012 End of Spring Term 
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PLEASE NOTE: Students will be dismissed from the Methodist Chapel at 
1:40pm on 16th December (last day of term), except those travelling on school 
buses who will be escorted back to school. School will then close for the  

holidays at 2:00pm, all bus companies have been informed of the finish time. 

Sports News 


