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HEAD’S VIEW 
 

Dear parents and friends of Beacon Hill 

As another busy term comes to an end it is time for me to reflect on our 
work over the term and to celebrate all the wonderful activities that our 
young people are involved in.  

The highlights of this term have to be a very successful French trip to 
Paris and the opening of the Astro turf.  

The yellow caps, first introduced by Mrs Banks as a way of ensuring 
safety, have become legendary and I am sure that people in Paris now 
recognise us by our quirky headgear!!  The opening of the Astro turf was 
a great occasion and we are now seeing it used regularly in our PE les-
sons. Community use is still some way off but hopefully the facility will 
be ‘open all hours’ in the autumn term.  

The examination season for year 11 has begun with both the art and 
graphics exams being held this week and coursework clinics and Easter 
school ready to go.  It has really been a very busy term even without the 
dreaded SATs.  

Reading through the newsletter it is incredible to think that such a small 
school can offer so much.  Obviously I am biased but I know just how 
hard the staff work to ensure that all our students have the opportunities 
to stretch and develop them both academically and as people.   

With this I recommend some excellent reading in this newsletter and 
wish everyone a happy Easter. See you all next term!  

 

 

 

National  

Strategy Visit 
 

 

At the beginning of March our English Department received a visit from Mr 
D White, the Senior English Advisor for the National Strategy. The visit 
was regarding the progress our department has made in English since 
2004.  

Our results have moved from 13% in 2004 to 44% in 2008 and this year’s 
cohort promises to be even better, with English results currently standing 
at over 50% with further pupils to sit their GCSE English in June.  

The advisor felt the progress made was due to a number of factors; such 
as the vast range of interventions available at Key Stage Four. However 
Mr White believed that the greatest impact came from the school’s drive to 
push independent reading, particularly in boys. The ethos of ‘reading for 
pleasure’ pushed by the Library and English department has made 
“significant contributions” to the progress pupils have made within the sub-
ject. He was so impressed with the variety of literacy initiatives that he has 
since written up a case study to be included in the National Strategy hand-
book. 

As you can imagine we are very pleased to gain some recognition for the 

improvements our school has made!                                             Miss Bell 

Subject Leader of English 



 

 

Page 2      www.beaconhill.cumbria.sch.uk               Beacon Hill Community School 

Free School 
Meals Alert! 

 

Due to the credit crunch the 
circumstances of many fami-
lies are changing.  If your fam-
ily has been affected your 

children may now be eligible for free 
school meals.  To apply for these please 
collect the appropriate forms from the 
school office - a trained member of staff 

can also help you to complete these. 

Charity Update 
 

We’ve received a variety of letters thanking us 
for last year’s donations raised either as a 
whole school or by individual forms. 

 

 

Also St Kentigern’s church has extended their 
thanks for a grand total of £393 raised be-
tween ours, Richmond Hill & Oughterside’s 
school carol services. 

Fizzy Drinks 
We are concerned that 
students are bringing 
into school fizzy and 
energy drinks. We 
know that these drinks 
are unhealthy and can 

detrimentally affect student behaviour.  

It is school policy that all fizzy drinks, in-
cluding energy drinks are banned from 
school. Parents are requested not to send 

them in as part of a packed lunch. 

Please note the school will confiscate any 
drinks that are brought into school by stu-

dents.   

RNLI 

£209 

For our efforts filling 
so many shoe boxes 
with items for less for-

tunate children 
Maths Challenge 

 

Eight pupils from years 9 and 10 took part in the 
National Intermediate Maths Challenge in Febru-
ary. This involved them sitting a challenging maths 
paper covering a range of numeracy, spatial and 
logic problems. 

The pupils participating were Rachel Foster-
Devaney, Emily Weaver, Thomas Lambert, Nata-
sha Barker, Daniel Bell, Robyn Carter, Natasha 
Barnes and Ronnie Morris. 

Rachel received a silver award and Best in 
School, Emily and Daniel both received bronze 
awards and all students received participation 
awards. Thanks very much to them for their effort.                                                                   

Miss Laithwaite     

Cockermouth Mountain Rescue 

£80 

Christianity around the 
World 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

On Friday 6th March an Indian priest named Dani 
Paulraj came to visit England as part of an ex-
change programme between Christian churches 
here and India. The main part of his visit involved 
giving the school council a very interesting talk 
about his life in India and what he does as a vicar.  
He gave us a valuable insight into the differences 
between our countries, he drew our attention to 
how children work instead of going to school, and 
travelling by motorbike is the usual method of 
transport especially in rural areas of India. 

Reverend Shaw then gave us a PowerPoint pres-
entation showing us about when he went to India 
in 2004; we saw pictures of Indian schools, 
churches, the city of Madras and also a virtual 
guided tour around Mr Paulraj’s house.  We also 
saw pictures of boats which Carlisle Cathedral 
paid for after the 2004 Boxing Day Tsunami.   

The visit was rounded off by Mrs Richardson giv-
ing Mr Paulraj & the Reverend Shaw a tour around 

our school.                                          Jack Askew 

Brayton School Council Rep. 
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Postcard from France 
 

During February half-term lots of students 
from all year groups set off for their adven-
ture to France.  At 12am on Friday the 13th 
we started the long bus journey down to 
Dover to catch the ferry crossing to Calais.  

On arrival in France our first visit was to 
the Vimy War Memorial Canada’s impres-
sive tribute to the 
66,000 Canadian 
service men & 
women who died 
in the First World 
War. 

Following this was a walk along some trenches which gave us an insight into 
how the soldiers may have felt during the war. The guides available were 
able to give us more information to extend our knowledge of this era. 

After sleeping (& chatting!) our first night at the Chateau de Grande Romaine 
we made our way by bus to the Pompidou Centre. This art gallery, designed 
by architect Rogers and Piano, exhibited some interesting and alternative 
pieces of art. At the top of the Pompidou (6 flights of escalators up!) we saw 
some fantastic views across Paris from the Notre Dame to the Eiffel tower. 

Back at the Chateau we had a fun night organised by the PGL entertainment 
crew which included a bin-bag fashion show, our group, Mr Peck’s  won ... 
Anthony Hetherington’s outfit definitely stole the show!   

Our second full day was filled with site-seeing around the city of Paris, stop-
ping at the Eiffel tower, a boat trip down the river Seine and a walk through 
the streets of Paris to the Notre Dame then on past the Louvre. In the Notre 

Dame we looked 
at the largest 
round stained 
glass window in 
the world and 
some of us lit 
candles. We completed the day with a 
walk down the Champs-Elysees. 

It all came to an end with a day spent in 
Disney Land, the fantastic Disney Parade 
and awards. The long journey back home 
was very quiet as we caught up on our 
much needed sleep!   

 

Despite a poor turn out for the internet safety evening those parents 
who did attend commented how important, interesting and informative 

the evening was.  

We believe that information about internet safety is so important that 
we have decided to repeat it in the summer term and we hope that you 
will support us in order to make the world including the virtual world a 
safer place for all our children.  Once this session has been organised 

we will inform you by letter.  

By Paige Cass YR11 

Guess who? Answer 

at bottom of page. 

Michael Holmes YR11 
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Outdoor learning progress 

We would like to thank all the volunteers who have 
helped with the creation of our Outdoor Learning 
classroom 

• Mr. Gibson for helping clearing the polytunnel 
site. 

• The Cumberland Building Society staff for vol-
unteering to help down at the Dream Scheme 
garden and for the £50 donation raised by raf-
fling off a hamper. 

• Mr Hankin helping with the foundations 

• PCSO Hutchinson helping with the polytunnel 
construction. 

• Stuart Beattie and his team for helping with the 
foundations and building the frame works. 

• Mr Peet for his patience and support! 

By Nathan Oglanby & Michael Holmes YR11 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

All hands to the Pumps! 

Our day at the fire station in Workington was fun 
because we got to try different things. 

We were given a tour of the fire station, learning 
what all the equipment was for inside and outside 
the fire engines. After we had clambered into the 
fire safety clothing we were had a go at reeling in 
a fire hose, much harder than it looks.  

Putting on more protective clothing, we tried on 
the breathing apparatus entered into a building in 
the dark, quite scary! We were split up into two 
teams, I was the team leader first, we couldn’t see 
anything, we had to make our way with a rope and 
communicate to each other to find some dummies.  
My team found both the dummies and it was defi-
nitely my most favourite part of the day.  

Before we left at the end of the day we were given 
a presentation on road safety.   

By Chantel Armstrong YR10            

How to plant a Fruit Tree    

We recently paid a visit  to ALDI to buy fruit trees: 
Granny Smith Apple, peach Red haven, Jonagold 
Apple, Nectarine Fantasia, Golden Delicious Ap-
ple, Cox’s Orange Apple which we then planted at 
the Dreamscheme Garden in Aspatria, a youth 
service idea run by Linda Hunter 

How to plant fruit trees: 

1. Dig a large hole 

2. Add compost, manure and 
bonemeal  

3. Position a wooden stake in 
hole  

4. Place the fruit trees into the 
hole remembering to keep the 
graft joint above soil level  

5. Fill in the hole with some com-
post then soil  

6. Use your feet to firm down the 
soil around the tree and stake 

7. Water thoroughly      By Stacey Miller YR10 

Army Experience 

In February we, a mixture of year 10 & 11’s, went 
to Lillyhall Army centre near Workington. 

To begin with we were issued with our army gear 
including camouflage clothing & cam cream for our 
faces. We were then shown how to make impro-
vised shelters, had a session on recognising 
equipment followed by learning how to cook on 
open fires using army food rations.  We ate the 
lunches we had cooked under our own shelters. 

After lunch we took part in an observation paintball 
exercise in the woods where we were asked to 
shoot at targets on the move.  The final activity of 
the day was a race in teams over the assault 
course and in true Army style we finished the day 
off with a debriefing session.  

James Hawkins Yr10 

Out & About with ASDAN 
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 Year 10 

This term I have focused strongly on the Year 11s and therefore haven’t 
mentored the Year 10s, however this will definitely change after Easter! 

An early warning to Year 10 parent/guardians: Year 11 is a very stressful year and we do our 
best to support students with additional coursework clinics and revision classes, especially from 
January onwards.  We hold many of these sessions after school however we also offer some 
sessions during February and May half term holidays and run a yearly Easter School throughout 
the Easter holidays.  Please bear this information in mind if you decide to book a holiday when 
your child is in Year 11 (2010). 

Year 11 

This term has been a very busy time for all the Year 11 students.  The final GCSE coursework 
deadline is fast approaching and the written GCSE exams are only weeks away! 

A mock results afternoon was held in 
January; Year 11 students attended 
interviews with their parents/guardians 
and were given their mock results in 
envelopes thus replicating the official 
GCSE results day in August.  Based 
on the mock results each student de-
veloped an action plan with their Men-
tor to help them focus towards their 
GCSE target grades.  Following the 
interviews the students and their par-
ent/guardians had the opportunity to 
discuss progress with subject teach-
ers.  This was an extremely successful 
event and we aim to repeat it once 
again next year. 

The ‘Non-teaching Mentor Programme’ continues in earnest and we are currently providing help 
with revision techniques and revision timetables.  The Year 11s have also had the opportunity to 
attend a variety of after school coursework clinics and GCSE revision classes (alas not all have 
taken the opportunities offered!).  They have also attended a one day ‘Hit the Mark’ study skills 
workshop delivered by ‘Learning Performance’ where they were able to discuss and try out a va-
riety of revision techniques. 

All Year 11s should be aware of their progress towards their GCSE target grades as every two 
weeks they are receiving a colour code for each subject area along with intervention codes where 
appropriate; red = well off target, amber = close to target, green = on target and blue = above 
target.  This intensive tracking has only been in operation for a few weeks but it already appears 
to be having a very positive effect as reds are already changing to ambers and greens!  If you 

have a child in Year 11 please ask them to show you their latest printout. 

Easter School will take place on various days throughout the Easter holidays, these sessions are 
an ideal opportunity for the students to finalise their coursework and prepare for their written ex-
ams. Copies of both the after school sessions and the Easter School Timetable can be 

downloaded via the school website under the students area. 

Mrs Moore KS4 Learning Mentor  

 

"A dictionary is the only place where 
success comes before work."  
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A Hive of Activity - Club News 

Gardening Club 

Over the past term two new clubs have been 
introduced to Beacon Hill. In preparation for 
the polytunnel, Miss Pandrich has been run-
ning a gardening club at lunchtimes and after 
school. Shannon Turnbull and Connor Abra-
ham have been the two keenest members. 
Miss Pandrich’s maths classroom looks more 
like a greenhouse, with a huge variety of 
flower and vegetable seeds already planted, 
and more on the way. Shannon and Connor 
have planted over twenty seed trays full, with 
the help of various members of years seven, 
eight and nine. Nearly everyone in school has 
been in to check out the progress of the plants 
and help out with the watering. As soon as the 
polytunnel has been finished (hopefully after 
the Easter holidays) the plants can be trans-
ferred into it, to create a ready made garden, 
and hopefully provide Mrs Pattinson with fresh 
herbs for her cookery lessons. 

Learning Russian 

On Monday mornings around ten students 
have taken the opportunity to learn Russian. 
So far the club has dealt with the basics of the 
language, teaching the children the letters of 
the alphabet, which are written in cyrilic, a to-
tally different alphabet to English. It is hoped 
that by the end of the summer term the stu-
dents will be able to write, speak and read 
some basic Russian. The club has been sup-
ported enthusiastically in school with several 
students already able to identify some Russian 

words.                                       Miss Pandrich 

Breakfast Club 

Uniquely we offer a FREE healthy breakfast 
every morning from 8 until 8.50 for every stu-
dent who either wishes to take part in a huge 
variety of before school activities or perhaps 
needs to arrive early in school.  This term they 
have included Pop Bands courtesy of Mr De-
akin, Russian by Miss Pandrich, Futsal by Mr 
Young and a variety of library based activities 
ranging from a chance to catch up on home-
work/coursework to becoming part of the stu-
dent magazine (Beacon Buzz) editorial team. 
The new summer term activities will be an-
nounced shortly after the Easter break.  Any 
interested students need to see Mrs Cruick-
shank to receive their Breakfast Club Pass. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Chess Champ of 2008 

In the second half of the autumn term each 
year the school library becomes a haven for all 
our budding chess grandmasters when the an-
nual Chess Tournament begins.  Surprisingly 
this year our reigning staff chess champion, 
Mr Whittle, was knocked out early on.  The 
tournament overran into the Spring Term with 
many matches ending in stalemate and having 
then to be replayed.  In the end a relative new-
comer, Ryan Dowd Yr11 taking part for the 
first time swept the board beating Daniel 
James Yr8 in the final head-to-head into run-
ner-up position.  Amazingly Ryan wasn’t even 
sure at the beginning of the tournament that 
he would even enter!  I’m sure that Daniel 
James will be a serious contender for the 2009 
title. Well played Ryan and a round of ap-
plause to all those who entered, young & old 

(?), staff & students alike!!!  Mrs Cruickshank 
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Sports 
Academy 
Success 

 

During February half-
term holidays myself,  
Rachel Fincher, Scott 

Batchelor, Ashley Clarke were given the op-
portunity by Miss Trussell to attend a Sports 
Academy held at Netherhall School in Mary-
port along with loads of other year 7 students 
from other schools in our area. Unfortunately 
Ashley was unable to attend due to an injury. 

We spent four fun-packed active days taking 
part in lots of different activities to improve our 
performance in sport focusing on skills like co-
ordination, balance, speed, stamina and style. 
To begin with we were divided into four teams 
red, blue, white and yellow and on the last day 
we had a massive competition showing off our 
new skills by taking part in a variety of sports 
that we wouldn’t normally play and some that 
we had never heard about before such as 
rocketball, crazy catch, water polo, discus and 
swimming racing. 

I was amazed to hear that my team had been 
awarded 2nd place and even more so when it 
was announced that I had also been selected 
as the female athlete of the week. Although I 
felt embarrassed inside I was really pleased! 

Rachel told me that “On the last day we 

played games which I thought was fun and I 

enjoyed taking part. I liked swimming the best 

because the races were good and also the 

water polo.”  Scott agreed that the last day 

was best day of the whole week.                                                                                 

Boccia Officials 

On Saturday 24
th
 January Bradley Thompson, 

Michael Holmes and Ryan Blair had the privi-
lege of being chosen to officiate at a North 
Region Boccia tournament in Liverpool. This 
was a fantastic opportunity for them and an 
honour for the school to have such well 
thought of students in our midst. Each student 
worked with an experienced official so as to 
learn from them and all were praised by the 
organisers for being extremely professional in 
their manner. 

Miss Trussell 

Sports News 
 

High 5 Netball 

For more than 2 months I have been coaching 
after school primary netball sessions with years 
5 & 6 from Richmond Hill.  Primary netball, oth-
erwise known as ‘High 5’ is a simplified version 
of 7-aside netball that children between 9 and 
11 can play. It is a fun, skilful game, where 
players are able to rotate positions and adapt 
their skills to play in any position.  This allows 
every team member to have a go at every posi-
tion, and avoids any stereotyping.  Many skills 
and techniques have been covered over the 
past few weeks and these include throwing, 
defending, intercepting and shooting.  Massive 
improvements have been made in preparation 
when the High 5 Netball Tournament takes 
place at the end of April.  With the dedication 
and commitment the pupils from Richmond Hill 
have shown, they deserve to do well. 

Miss Kaye 

Sports Hall Athletics 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

This event was for Year 8 & 9 students who do 
not usually have the opportunity to represent 
the school. It was held at Solway School and 
we competed against Solway and Netherhall 
schools. The Sports Hall Athletics consists of 
running, throwing and jumping events. Each 
student had to take on one of these activities 
i.e. all the throwing events and a relay event at 
the end. Both year groups came second in the 
events and the year 9 team was invited to the 
final held on the following Saturday. However 
only two members of the team turned up to the 
final and they attempted all the events on their 
own. Well done Scott and Adam, a fantastic 
effort.!!!  Photos can be found on the SSCO 
website http://www.allerdalessp.co.uk  

Miss Trussell 

By Rebecca Pearson YR 8 
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Dates for your Diary 
 

 

 

3rd April 2009 End of Spring Term —YR11 Easter School selected days 

6-8th April 2009 YR11 Aimhigher Liverpool University Revision Residential 

20th April 2009 Summer term begins 

24th April 2009 Rock Challenge @ Sands Centre, Carlisle 

27th April—1st May 2009 YR9 Internal exams 

4th May 2009 May Day Bank Holiday school closed 

5th May 2009 YR11 French Oral exams 

6th May 2009 YR11 Media Studies controlled exam 

8th May 2009 YR 8 & 9 Aimhigher STEM day 

11th May 2009 YR11 Aimhigher Access Lancaster University Maths & Science Revision 

12th –15th May 2009 Art & Graphics Exhibition 

13th May 2009 Polytunnel Official Opening 

15th May 2009 GCSE exams begin 

18th—22nd May 2009 Work/Life Balance Week no after school clubs or detentions 

12th May 2009 YR 7 Aimhigher Robolab 

13th May 2009 Top Link Festival 

25th—29th May 2009  Half term holidays 

Sports News 
 

Astro Turf Grand Opening  

At last the Astro Turf pitch has been 
opened for school use. It was hoped that 
Jill Scott England Footballer would open 
the pitch however; it was not possible for 
her to attend so Nick Gillingham, Olympic 
Swimmer, stood in for Jill. After the official 
opening Nick gave a talk to the whole 
school about his life as an Olympic swim-
mer. His talk was fascinating and all the 
students had the opportunity to ask Nick 
questions and get his autograph. In the 
afternoon our 6 local primary schools 
brought year 3 & 4 pupils to Beacon Hill to 
participate in a football tournament run by 
the year 10 GCSE students, which Nick 

watched and gave out certificates. Some of these pupils were also able to have their photo taken 
with Nick and his Olympic medals. 

Health Roadshow 

This was a new venture for Beacon Hill and consisted of outside agencies supplying stalls and dis-
plays on health issues relating to young people. The displays were adjusted depending on the year 
group attending the roadshow at the time.  

Information was available regarding: smoking, drugs and alcohol education, puberty, STI (for KS4 
students), eye testing, health and sporting activities, healthy food and relaxation. The feedback 
from students was very positive - there have been requests for more information on these and 
other health issues. The school will be looking into ways of fulfilling these requests.    

Miss Trussell 

See the full school calendar on our website 


