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Anti-bullying Week 2016, organised by Anti-Bullying Alliance, 
had the theme 'power for good'. In Personal Development 

lessons, BH2 looked at bullying and  issues that surround it.  

BH2 students decided to make a stand against bullying by 
taking part in Anti-bullying week to raise awareness in school. 
They planned and performed a fantastic whole school 

assembly, made posters and organised a non-uniform day.  

The Wear Blue Campaign asked students to wear something 
blue to stand up to bullying and money raised has been donated 

to Bullying UK. The charity helps to pay for trained advisors and 

councillors to support victims of bullying.  

At our school we feel all students have the right to feel safe and nobody has the right to 
make others feel bad. We work together to make sure that bullying is something that isn’t 
tolerated. We want to be proud of our school and proud that we all treat each other with 
respect, courtesy and consideration. BH2 did a fantastic job and should be pleased with 

their efforts.                                                                                               Mrs Clitheroe   
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Welcome to the latest edition of the Beacon Hill newsletter; these pages as always reflect 
the broad experience of our students during a busy term. In among the exams, 
assessments and reports at this time of year, students have contributed to and benefitted 

from cultural and sporting activities. 

We had an excellent Awards Evening in November, which many parents and guests 
attended, when we came together to celebrate the achievements and progress of our 
students. A very proud and uplifting evening for everyone connected with our school. 
Students of all year groups have contributed to and enjoyed success in a range of sporting 

events – from local fixtures to representing county.  

The school has welcomed visitors and worked with partners such as Cumbria Youth 
Alliance, the REACT Science Roadshow and Cambridge University. Our first group of 
students have begun work on their Duke of Edinburgh award and many of you were able to 
join us for our Macmillan coffee morning – organised by students with the aim of raising 
money for the charity. It is this sense of community and teamwork that Beacon Hill relies 
on and I would like once again to thank all parents and friends of the school for their 

continuing support this term. 

Enjoy the Christmas break and we look forward to further achievements next year. 

Best Wishes  

Mr D Millne, Headteacher 

AUTUMN 2016 

Beacon Hill Community School  @beaconhillcs  

mailto:beaconhill@beaconhill.cumbria.sch.uk
http://www.beaconhill.cumbria.sch.uk
http://www.facebook.com
http://www.twitter.com
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This year is the centenary of Roald Dahl’s birth, and we 
commemorated the occasion of his birthday, 13th 
September, with some fun activities centred around this 

popular author’s work.  

At the start of each lesson the teacher read an instalment 
from one of Dahl’s ‘Tales of the Unexpected’ and 
students couldn’t wait for last lesson of the day – because 
the end of the story (and the twist in the tale) would be 

revealed!  

In Art, students created magical sparkling Dream Jars,  
taking inspiration from one of Roald's most famous stories 
‘The BFG’. On these, students wrote their dreams for the 
future; some aspirational and others very poignant. These 

are now on display in reception.  

Form tutors conducted a quiz on Dahl’s books and we held a ‘Roald 
Dahl Mastermind’ competition.  The winner was Abbie Blacklock, who won 

her choice of Dahl book. She opted for ‘James and the Giant Peach’ as it was 

one of the few she didn’t know inside out!                                                                  Mrs Fitzsimmons 

Abbie told us, “Winning the Roald Dahl Mastermind competition was 

amazing especially as I won it in my second week at Beacon Hill. I 

have read loads of Roald Dahl’s books so found the competition 

quite easy. His books, although written a long time ago, are still 

very funny and enjoyable.”  

Library Champions 
When I first heard that it was possible to 
become a Pupil Librarian I instantly decided 
to apply. Part of the reason was because I 
helped out in primary school with our ‘book 

corner’.  

All Pupil Librarians at Beacon Hill need to 
complete a training course. This involves 
learning how the library is organised; fiction 
by authors & non-fiction following the Dewey 
Decimal system as well as all the special 
collections and displays. Once we had 
mastered shelving we moved on to how to use 
the computerised management system, 
Eclipse, which records books borrowed and returned.  Part of the training also included completing 
other library tasks, such as putting up displays and helping to keep the library tidy. Quite a lot to 

remember but with practice it became easy.  

Caitlin Simpson also volunteered and we became quite competitive to see who could complete their 

training first! I felt really proud when I  completed my last task and was signed off as fully trained.   

Through being a Pupil Librarian, I have gained confidence in speaking to older students, as at the 
beginning I was nervous when dealing with them.  Ellie Whitehead commented that “It’s fun to help 

out in the library, especially working at the desk.” 

At the end of term we will be presented with our certificates & Pupil Librarian badges. Another group 

of students are already eagerly waiting to start in the Spring term.                      Jemma Lambert YR7 
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Changes in Personal Development 
Personal Development has had a revamp this year; a new curriculum and new 
activities.  So far this year in Personal Development we have studied 

superstitions and morality. 

In the ‘superstitions’ topic we looked at NDE (near death experiences) which 
was interesting because we read some stories of NDE’s. We found out what 
superstitions people believed in and discovered that Mr Young still salutes a 

magpie! 

My favourite part was researching ghosts because we told ghost stories and 

found out about both sides of that particular belief. 

We also looked at religion and held a class debate; two teams went head to head discussing whether 
religion made the world a better place. I thought it was fun because it was like a real debate in the House 

of Commons. Everyone was involved and I really did enjoy it! 

The next topic was morality where we looked at two different scenarios; how we would have dealt with 
them and if it was right or wrong.  One was about a man who had no money to feed his family and he was 
going to have to steal from the local supermarket because he didn’t want to tell his friends as he thought 
they would make fun of him. The other one was when a couple had a child and it was diagnosed with a 
terminal illness. They could either let their child die or they could have another baby, abort it and use its 

DNA to save the other child! Some very hard-hitting questions, which caused a lot of discussion.  

     Across 

2 What are the belt levels called?   
3 Where do you have to kick to score an ippon? 
5 How many types of karate are there?  
7 What is the last Wado kata?   
8 Where did karate originate?   

10 What is the first kata in Wado?   
12 How many points is an ippon?   
14 What is the name for a roundhouse kick? 
15 How many pinan katas are there?  
17 How many belts are there?   
18 Which direction does a gedambarai block go? 

   Down  

1 What is the longest kata called? 
4 What are the black belt levels called? 
6 What is the name for a reverse punch? 
9 What does kumite mean?  

11 How many black belts are there? 
13 How many kata are there in Wado? 
16 How many points is a wazari?  

In our ICT lessons students have been making a crossword 
using Excel.  I'm sure that they thought it was an easy  
exercise but it proved to be much harder.  The research has 
to be thorough, spellings have to be correct and the answers 
have to be accurate for the questions they ask.   It was a 
case of 'fail to plan and you plan to fail'.   The framework 
then needed to be plotted into a worksheet, borders added 
on specific cells which have been made into squares and 
then the clues have to be numbered in the top left and in a 
small font.  Strangely, that proved to be the most difficult 
task. Ellie's work was an outstanding example of the effort 
many of the students made.  I was really pleased with the  

standard of work from students in Years 7-9.        Mrs Quinn 

Ellie Phillips YR8 

Nathan Johnson YR9 



 

 

Kerriann Tremayne YR10  
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On the 30th September we held a 
Macmillan coffee morning in school to 

raise money for a great charity.  

Over 100 lovely people from the 
community came to our school and 
supported us, for which we are really 

thankful.  

With the help of our students and the 
local community we raised an amazing 
£382.91! We can’t thank everyone  
enough for their generosity and 

support.  

Students, their families and staff made 
cakes and helped out on the day to 
ensure it all went well. The room was 
filled right throughout the morning, 
with people chatting and enjoying the 
relaxed atmosphere. All of the home 
baking was greatly appreciated and 

went down a treat! 

In addition we raffled a large cake 
donated by Mrs Wilson in the office, 

which was won by Jack Lawson.  

Jamie Robinson won the ‘Bake Off’ competition where students paid £1 to enter, baking 

something of their choice which was judged for both taste & appearance. 

On behalf of all the students we would like to say thank you to Miss Askew, who made this day 
possible; without her it wouldn’t have been the triumph it was. Seeing how successful it was, as 

well as the support we received, made all the hard work worthwhile. 

We look forward to organising many more community events like this in the future. 

Visit of Fitzwilliam College,  
Cambridge University  

October saw our annual Yr9 visit from Aemilia McDonnell, the Schools 

Liaison Officer at Fitzwilliam College, Cambridge University. She gave a 

presentation about life at university, independence and its advantages. 

She told us about types of courses and how funding is available to all. 

Students were asked to write about what they already knew about 

university life, then, later, to make a ‘top 5’ list of things they would 

want from a university. The students enjoyed asking questions and 

listened intently to the answers and ideas offered to them.     Mrs Gigli 
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Celebrating Success 
Our annual Awards Evening was very  
successful; some even said our best  
ever. During the build-up beforehand a 
few of the nominees felt a bit  
apprehensive and many more were just 
downright curious as to what award they 
were to receive, as this was kept secret 
until the actual night. Some of my  
fellow classmates were nominated for 
awards too, as were many students from 

the older years.  

When I received my award, I felt  
immensely proud and pleased that my hard work had been recognised. Over the evening I was 
lucky enough to be nominated for four awards over a diverse range of subjects. I am most  
delighted with my Sports Personality of the Year award presented to me by Mr Young, as I 

think of myself as a capable athlete so to me this 
was the ultimate accolade. Even more so as I am 
told that I am the very first Key Stage 3 student 
to be presented with this award as in the past it 

has been given to Year 10 or 11 students. 

Throughout the evening four nerve-racking 
speeches were performed by Caitlain Tate,  
Jared Thomson, Bradley Stoddart and Daniel  
Harrison, (five if you include Mr Gee’s!).  First 
was Bradley who gave a very inspiring speech. 
Credit should be given to Sasha Carruthers for 
writing such an excellent speech.  Multiple 
awards were given before the next speech was 
performed. These included the KS4 subject 
awards which were given to worthy nominees.  

Afterwards, Jared read out a piece of work written by Cameron McGarel from CS2 - a creative 
writing task set by Mrs Heaton inspired by 

Sherlock Holmes.  

The 2016 leavers were then called to the 
stage to receive their GCSE certificates. 
Next to perform her piece of  
creative writing (a letter to her future self) 
was Caitlain Tate, who writes in such a  
mature and eloquent way for one so young. 
The final awards were given to Eloise Hinds 
& Daniel Bell for their success in their GCSE 
examinations. Eventually, we reached the 
point where we had to conclude the  
evening, and that’s when Daniel Harrison 
stepped in to read his ‘thank you’ speech. 
All in all it was a very celebratory night and 
every winner should be extremely proud of 

their achievements.       

 

More photos & videos of the 
excellent speeches are on  

Ellie Phillips YR8 
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Industry Mentors 
A few weeks ago Miss Gigli told us about an opportunity for  
someone from industry to work with us as a mentor. I thought 
it sounded boring at first and that it would just be a business-

man talking to me about work.  

Mr Young had a meeting with everyone involved and told us 
what a great opportunity it was and what was really involved so 
I decided I’d give it a go. Mr Young made it sound like a chance 

for someone to help me achieve the best I could in school. 

It started with a meeting at school on a Tuesday night at 5:30, with mentors from different working 
environments such as Sellafield and University of Cumbria. Their aim is to help us to gain better grades 
at GCSE and therefore be better equipped for the world of work. They told us about what their job  
entailed, how well or badly they did in school and also spoke about what the reality of work is like 

compared to school. 

We have all had the first of our six meetings with our mentors. During my initial meeting it was inter-

esting  to talk to Michael, from Sellafield, about my grades and what I want to do when I’m older.  

The school would like to thank the mentors and are hopeful that this scheme will have a  

positive impact on the progress and career prospects of all the students involved.  

Due to a recent Government-led initiative, Beacon Hill students now have the brilliant opportunity of 
1:1 mentoring with mentors from local industries. Six times a year, the industry mentors will come to 
Beacon Hill to meet with selected students to discuss progress, look at targets and help them to see 
the possibilities that there can be for them after Yr 11. Parents and students met the mentors in early 
November and the meetings got underway soon after. With such amazing provision, our students are 
getting the chance to meet and talk with representatives from the world of work. This in turn supports 

our extensive ‘work ready’ programme run for KS4 students.                                                   Mrs Gigli 

Well done to Megan Salt 
and Stacey Faunch who 
attended a rugby  
development day at  
Novocastrian’s Rugby 
Club in Newcastle in October. Both of 
our pupils performed fantastically 
well and were inspired by the  
women ’s  ru gby  games  that  
followed. Our Year 11 girls will have 
the opportunity to  enhance their 
skills, as an external coaching has 

been coming in to prepare them for their 

planned fixtures next term.                                  Miss Hedley 

GCSEs in England are being reformed and will be graded with a 
new scale from 9 to 1, with 9 being the highest grade. English 
literature, English language and maths will be the first subjects 
to be graded in this way from August 2017. The subjects with 

the highest numbers of candidates (e.g. arts, humanities, languages) will follow in 2018 and most 
others in 2019. During this transition, students will receive a mixture of letter and number grades. 
This is happening as GCSEs are being reformed to make them more challenging, to keep pace with 
employers’ and universities demands. In the first year each new GCSE subject is introduced,  
students who would have got a grade C or better will get a grade 4 or better. Grade 9 will be more 
difficult to achieve than a grade A*. To see how the numbered grades compare to the current A* to 

G system Google "ofqual 9 to 1 postcard".  

Levi Murray YR9 
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Sports Round-up 
Our under 15 and 16's netball teams 
played both Silloth and Netherhall at 
Netherhall Secondary School. Under 
15's won and the under 16's this time  

unfortunately lost.  

However, in another sport, football, 
the results were reversed - playing against Silloth at home here 

at Beacon Hill the under 15's lost and the under 16's won. 

The girls’ football team also played at Harraby in Carlisle. We 
beat Trinity B, Richard Rose B, Newman A and B, reaching the 
semi-finals, but unfortunately missed out on reaching the finals 

by just 1 goal against Keswick. 

Year 7's went to take part in a cross country event at QEGS in 
Penrith. Everyone ran fantastically, especially Josh for his  
determination whilst running with only one trainer, as he'd lost 

the other along the way. 

It's been a fantastic term of sport, all backed up by these  

comments from years 7&8: 

“It was great because they had me on the football 

team!” Cassie Donald  

“I loved the football tournament as you get to play 

against lots of different school teams.” Caitlin Simpson 

“It has really improved my confidence.”  

Ellie Whitehead 

“Nice to meet other teams and socialise.”  

Abbie Blacklock 

“It was fun!” Ayeisha Faunch 

“It was the longest run (cross country) I've ever done but I 

feel that I have achieved something and I carried on even 

though I'd lost my trainer” Josh Hall 

“It was fun and I kept going even though I was tired.” 

Kyle Fell 

“Fun & great opportunities to gain experience.”  

Ellie Phillips 

Jemma Lambert YR7 

LAST WEEK: U16 Girls football team beat Netherhall by a 

whopping 14 goals to 1, which is an amazing score-line. The girls 

nominated Megan Salt as ‘player of the match’ for scoring some 

great goals. 

The U14 Girls Football team also played some fantastic football 

against Netherhall. The girls were four goals down at half time 

but, with pure grit and determination, scored two goals in the 

second half. A great performance, considering they were playing an older side. A big shout out 

to Ellie Phillips and Cassie Donald for their attacking play.                                    Miss Hedley 
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The  ‘H i gh  5 ’  ne tba l l 
tournament, held at Beacon Hill 
on 21 s t November, was 
organised by Mr Young as part 

of his primary school link work. 

On the day we had four young 
sports leaders helping Mr Young 
to run the tournament; Caitlain 

Tate, Niamh Wilson, Ellie Phillips and Lucie-Joe Dunn. We set up the courts and equipment for 
the schools’ arrival, we were a bit nervous but we’d practised our umpiring ready to do the best 

job we could. 

The schools that competed were: Westnewton, Blennerhasset, Silloth and Plumbland. After a 
few weeks of hard practice all of the pupils performed to a high standard with some outstanding 

performances. The accuracy of the shots made by the pupils was incredible.  

Our performance as young leaders was impressive, we gained in confidence as the games went 
on and became more and more accurate with our decisions. This was down to the practice in 
our P.E lessons with Miss Hedley, with an extra training session before the tournament began 

with Mr Young. 

The overall festival winners were Westnewton with 11 points, closely followed by Blennerhasset 

with 10 points. Westnewton now go onto the next round and we wish them the best of luck. 

The event was a great experience and fun for both the young leaders and the pupils of all the 

participating primary schools. Their teachers should be congratulated for coaching them so well. 

Ellie Phillips & Niamh Wilson YR8 

w/b 12th December 2016 YR7-9 Interim Reports posted home 

w/b 12th December 2016 Work/Life balance week no after school detentions or clubs 

Tues 13th December 2016 School Christmas Lunch - £3 on the day 

Thurs 15th December 2016 KS3 Theatre trip - The Emperor & the Nightingale 

Fri 16th December 2016 Carol Service @ St Kentigern’s 11.15am 

Fri 16th December 2016 
End of Autumn Term 12.15pm students dismissed from 

church unless catching school buses 

Wed 4th January 2017 Spring Term begins 

Tues 10th January 2017 YR11 Mock Results afternoon 1.30pm - 3pm 

Tues 10th January 2017 YR7-10 Home study 1.30pm  

Tues 10th January 2017 YR10 Parents evening with Interim Report 4.30 - 6.15pm 

Tues 31st January 2017 YR10 & 11 Careers Fair 6 - 7.30pm 

w/b 6th February 2017 Governors Attendance Panel 

Tues 7th February 2017 YR9 Parents & Pathways evening 5 - 6pm 

w/b 13th February 2017 Work/Life balance week no after school detentions or clubs 

w/b 20th February 2017 Half-term 

Thurs 2nd March 2017 World Book Day 

Fri 3rd March 2017 Newsletter distributed 

w/b 20th March 2017 YR7-9 Key Assessments 

w/b 27th March 2017 YR7-11 Interim Reports posted home 

Fri 7th April 2017 End of Spring Term 
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