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Headteacher: Mr D Millne BA(Hons) PGCE 
Market Square, Aspatria, Cumbria, CA7 3EZ    Tel: 016973 20509 

beaconhill@beaconhill.cumbria.sch.uk        beaconhill.cumbria.sch.uk 

 

Once again our newsletter draws together a summary of the many varied aspects of daily life at 

school: from Reading Buddies to our Judaism themed day. 

I would like to particularly thank those students, who with the support of their parents, have 
greatly improved their attendance at school as part of our continued promotion of the benefits of 

100% (or close to) attendance at school.  

Yr11s’ GCSE examinations start very soon after Easter, with the first on Tuesday 16th May. Easter, 
for some of us, is a time to wind down but for year11s revision is essential to success. Mr 
Esslemont is running 2 dedicated Design Technology days (Product Design & Resistant Materials) in 
the first week of the Easter holidays on Monday 10th & Tuesday 11th April from 10am through until 

3pm. All DT students are encouraged to attend; just bring along a packed lunch.   

We have continued to work on a number of programmes in collaboration with Solway School. 
Students have competed together in a 5 a side football league, programmed robots with the 
University of Manchester and many have now chosen option subjects to be taught on each other’s 
site. In the continued absence of Mr Millne the governors have appointed Mrs Schafer as Interim 
Executive Head in the Continued Absence of the Substantive Post-Holder. Mrs Schafer is looking 
forward to building on the fantastic collaborative work already in place between Beacon Hill and 

Solway and developing opportunities for students even further. 

Thank you for all the support you consistently offer to the school both in and out of the classroom, 
and on this note can I draw attention to our Facebook page that regularly features photographs 

from sporting fixtures and events within moments of them happening. Enjoy your Easter break. 

Mr D Gee, Deputy Headteacher  

SPRING 2017 

Beacon Hill Community School  @beaconhillcs  

GCSE Mock Results  
At the beginning of the spring term we held 
a very successful Mock Results afternoon for 
all Year 11 students and their parents/
guardians. We organise a similar event each 
year, which is well received by parents and 
enables students to take responsibility for 
their learning and understand the relevance 
and importance of early exam preparation 

and revision. 

Students and their parents/guardians 
attended in order to receive and discuss 
their mock GCSE exam results with their 
teachers. They were provided with a sheet 
to complete, on which they recorded advice 

given by their teachers.                                     Mrs E Gigli, KS4 Academic Learning Mentor 

mailto:beaconhill@beaconhill.cumbria.sch.uk
http://www.beaconhill.cumbria.sch.uk
http://www.facebook.com
http://www.twitter.com
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Reading Buddies is a project where 
trained older students help younger 
students improve their reading age 
and level.  Every Monday and 
Friday, we meet and talk about 
what has last happened in the book 
they are currently reading and 

about the homework that was set the previous week.  
This is followed by 10 minutes of listening to them 
individually reading to their designated Big Buddy (us). 
We also help them to choose books appropriate to their 
reading level as well as encourage them to try new 

authors and genres. 

It is a real privilege to see our little buddies making 
progress and succeed in increasing their reading levels 
and ages.  It is definitely a very rewarding session to be a 
part of.  Emily Southward says that she enjoys Reading 
Buddies “because it helps me bond with younger 
students.” We look forward to seeing our Little Buddies 

progress even more in the future!                                                               Toria Christie YR9 

Feedback  
My big reading buddy … showed a lot of 
patience; really helped me with my reading; 
helped me understand the meaning of words; 
encouraged me to start reading much more 

often. 

My little reading buddy … enjoys the books he 
chooses; reads a lot more in her own time; 
has done really well; is more confident & 

fluent. 

It is not only the younger students who have 
benefited from taking part in paired reading. The big buddies 

gained … more confidence; satisfaction in knowing they have helped a 
younger student; better relationships with younger students; ability to write on their CV that they 

have been a reading buddy. 

 

We require Exam Invigilators to assist 

with the supervision of public examinations. 
This will be on a casual basis as required 
during May and June.  For more information 
please contact Miss Thornton in the school 

office (Tel: 016973 20509). 

Job  

Vacancy 
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In the News 
During our English lessons on Fridays with Mrs 
Fitzsimmons we have been learning about the 
features of a newspaper. We studied the forms of a 
newspaper, like the Sun (a tabloid), and The 
Telegraph (a broadsheet). The class learned the 
differences between each type, and how to tell each 
one apart. Our task was to create our own 
newspaper that focused on the goings-on in and 

around school.  

Many of the students were 
interested in the idea of 
creating a newspaper, and 
began brainstorming ideas with 
me, the editor. My team 
consisted of: Ellie Phillips, 
Niamh Wilson, Jared Thomson, 
Brenna Creighton, Caitlin 
Simpson and Jemma Lambert. 
Each individual member of the 
editorial team offered their own 
piece of work for the 
newspaper, ranging from sports 
to comics, to even an article 
explaining what the school did 

for World Book Day. Other articles included 
the weather for the week in advance, attendance in 

school, an interview with Mrs Cruickshank about Spellbinding, 
and many more. Unfortunately, some articles didn’t make it to print. 

The students and the editorial team managed to pull it all together, and a special CS2 

newspaper is almost ready to publish! 

Well done to everyone who managed to finish and giving us permission to publish their work; 
you all wrote some interesting articles! Also, thank you to Mrs Fitzsimmons for allowing me to 
be in charge of the class whilst working on this project! Credit should also be given to all 

members of my editorial team for all their hard work.                                  Caitlain Tate YR9 

Work Experience Preparation 
Every year, our students get the opportunity to go out of school on 
a week’s work experience. We started the programme in February 
with the use of the amazing new Cumbria EBP (Education Business 
Partnership) database. This comprehensive website gives every 
student a good, long look at all the opportunities in Cumbria. 
Listed on the site are all the companies who have offered work  
experience before, and who may well do so again. Once a student 
has successfully agreed a placement in principle, Mrs Gigli allocates the student to the  
placement through the website. Cumbria EBP then vet the workplace for Health & Safety and 
insurance certification. 
Some of our students already have confirmed places and the rest are encouraged to now catch 
up and find suitable placements. Mrs Gigli does help students, but prefers them to choose 
their own placement and to accept responsibility for their own choices. 

Mrs E Gigli, KS4 Academic Learning Mentor 

https://cumbriaebp.work-experience.co.uk
https://cumbriaebp.work-experience.co.uk
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Unfortunately the article below was never published as the annual bike challenge traditionally 

takes place at the very end of the academic year. However we thought that it is relevant now 

as preparations begin for this year’s Coast to Coast Challenge. After Easter, Bike Club training 

begins in earnest to ensure that participants are physically fit to meet the challenge of the 

hillier nature of our countryside. If this article whets your appetite to take part - see Mr Young 

or Mr Gee ASAP to sign up and join in on the training rides on Wednesday evenings. 

Looking Back … Normandy Bike Challenge 
Setting off from Beacon Hill we faced a 6 hour journey ahead to catch the ferry from 

Portsmouth to our destination for this year’s bike challenge – touring the battlefields of 

Normandy. The journey itself was surprisingly lots of fun.  

Our first day on French soil saw us cycling from the ferry port in Ouistreham to Bayeux. The 

route was mostly on the straight next to the sea. It was a long day and by the time we got to 

our hotel it was getting dark. Once we were settled and changed, we headed out to a 

restaurant. The food was really tasty and as expected we were ravenous. As we needed lots of 

rest for the next day our next stop was our beds.  

Day two began with eating lots at breakfast as we needed the energy for the day ahead: a 40 

mile route! Bags packed and in the van, we completed a safety check on our bikes before 

setting off on our way to Caen. This time we were mainly cycling off road, a bumpy ride, 

journey, quite different from the previous day on the flat. Some struggled with the hills but 

we all supported each other. Following our arrival at our hotel this time we were treated to 

the delights of a Chinese buffet where we could have as much as we wanted. So we just kept 

on getting plates full until we couldn't eat any more. Plenty of carbohydrates stored for the 

next day! 

On day three we set off from Caen to Flers. Once again we started the day with plenty of fuel,  

having a big breakfast because we knew that this was going to be a hard day. This day had the 

most and the biggest hills and with temperatures over 30° we thought it would be impossible. 

We had to rest at the top of the biggest hills, rehydrate and have something to eat to get our 

energy up. After our rests came the easy part … going downhill helped to cool us all down!  

 Continued on next page 
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We were all exhausted when we finally arrived at our stop 

for the night, both from our physical exertions and also due 

to the extreme temperatures. Our evening meal this time 

was at a restaurant called the 'Cockpit'. Our treat for the 

day was a well-deserved ice-cream at McDonalds 

Day four, our last & final day was also our hardest. We set 
off to Mont St Michel, initially on flat cycle paths. We were 
doing time trials, but the temperature got to us most of us 
struggled. On the tougher bits some needed an extra push, 
quite literally, as the stronger of us helped push those who 
found it a bit harder. We worked together as a team. As 
you can imagine, it was no surprise that we were all ex-
hausted by the time we arrived at the train  
station. We had a 3 hour journey on the train so some of us 
managed to catch up on some sleep. At the ferry terminal 
we had something to eat before boarding. We were all so 
proud of the team and ourselves for working together and 
completing the challenge of the 200 mile journey through 
what was some stunning Normandy countryside.          

John Barnes YR9 

Judaism Day 
This term we held a fantastic cross-
curricular day for Stage not Age students, 
learning all about the Jewish faith, 
including the festival of Hanukkah. Students 
were able to take part in a number of 

different workshops including making & playing with a Dreidel in Maths, creating a Star of 
David in technology, making a menorah out of clay in art, performing the story of Hannukah in 
drama, composing in Music and tasting traditional Hannukah food (latkes, brisket and jelly 
donuts at lunch time. The Judaism-themed day revolved around the festival of Hanukkah. The 
day was hugely successful and as you can see from the comments below, students thoroughly 

enjoyed exploring the Jewish faith.                                                                       Miss Hedley 
‘I liked making the hanukiah as it was interesting and fun’, Joshua Hall  

 

‘I liked playing with the dreidel, even though I lost’, Kyle Fell  
 

‘I really enjoyed the beef stew and latkes, it was tasty and different.  I also enjoyed the drama, 
especially the fight scenes’, Lewis Hoskins  

 

‘I enjoyed making the hanukiah in art as we had more time and it was  
different to anything we had done before’, Logan King 
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Upcycle Project 

Several of our students are having a 
great opportunity at Upcycle once a 
week. The project revolves around the 
skills and techniques required to up-cycle 
furniture in order to sell finished pieces 
to the general public. Held weekly it is 
based in the centre of Wigton. 
Students work on team-building, self-
confidence and social skills alongside  
using all the big power tools!  
The team are currently working on  
helping us with an entry for the Cumbria 
in Bloom competition.  
We are so proud of the excellent  

progress these students are making. (And that Kyran and Logan managed to sell their stools to 
Mr Gee!).                                                                                                Mrs Saunders SENCO 

    Maths 3D Shapes  
In BH2 we have been learning about 3D 
shapes and their properties. We made  
different 3D shapes out of straws and pipe 
cleaners: cubes, square & triangular based 
pyramids, square & hexagonal based prisms, 
cuboids and much more. We could see how 
many edges, faces and vertices they had. 
We picked our own partners, which helped 
us work better. This was a really enjoyable 
lesson, helping us to improve our shape 
skills even more.                Morgan Harri-
son YR7 

I decided to have a go at writing poetry as I love English. Recently we have been studying an 
anthology of poetry for our GCSEs. These vary from Shakespeare & the Romantic Poets through 

to more modern poets. I was especially inspired by John Keats - To Autumn. Hope you enjoy! 

 
 
 

 
 

Smiling is infectious, 
you catch it like the flu, 

when someone smiled at me today, 
I started smiling too! 

 

When I thought about that smile, 
and realised all its worth, 
a single smile like mine, 

could travel around the earth. 
 

So if you feel a smile begin, 
don't leave it undetected, 

start an epidemic, 
and get the world infected. 

FREEDOM 
As the light broke through the curtains, 

on another summer’s morn, 
the birds were full of chorus, 
for the beauty of the dawn. 

My eyes adjusted slowly, 
from the darkness to the light, 

and how I wished that it was me, 
beginning to take flight. 
A freedom like no other, 

free from worry, free from sins, 
I shall sip my morning coffee, 

as another day begins. 
 

By Toria Christie YR9 
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Safer Internet Day 
The  them e  f o r  201 7  wa s  - 
Be the change: unite for a better 

internet. 

On Safer Internet Day in February I 
delivered an assembly on how we are 
responsible for making the internet 
safer.  I showed a video called 'Where's 
Klaus?' to impress on the students how 
they don't really know who they are 

inviting into their homes.   

There is so much on the news about 
young people taking risks with new 
'friends' they have met on the internet.  
How can someone be a friend when you 
have never met them in person or  
know what they have told you is the 
truth regarding their age?  The idea was 
not to scare students but to make them 
more aware of what they are doing and 
what online dangers they could be 

exposing themselves to.                    

All the more relevant when you read 
the extract below from a letter 
recently written by Detective Inspector 
Beattie from the Digital Media 

Investigation Unit.                Mrs Quinn 

Cumbria Constabulary are investigating an increasing amount of 

cases where children have been groomed online by strangers.  

Children are being befriended on various Apps and are being  
persuaded to send indecent images and videos of themselves, 
sometimes engaging in sexual acts, which the perpetrator requests 

for their own and others’ sexual gratification.  

There is a growing culture among young people engaging in 
‘sexting’, which is where under 18s are possessing, sharing, or generating indecent imagery of them-
selves or other children. By being actively involved in this they may put themselves at risk and are not 

understanding the consequences of their actions.  

I would encourage parents and guardians to speak with their children regularly about what they are 
doing online and who they are communicating with. I acknowledge that it is very difficult in this day 
and age as in some cases children may not want to speak to their parents about personal issues. It is 

therefore important to be able to offer children alternatives for support and guidance.  

Cumbria Constabulary has expert advice available on its website which can help you understand the 
dangers that are online and how best to protect children from engaging with predators. This page is 
regularly updated with the latest information on new apps and how to use them safely. To access this 
information please visit www.cumbria.police.uk and select the ‘advice centre’ tab where there is  

information on personal and online safety.  

If you have any concerns about a child please contact the Cumbria Safeguarding Hub by calling 0333 

240 1727 or Cumbria Constabulary on 101. In the event of an emergency contact 999.  

 Safeguarding is everyone's responsibility. By working  

together we can help to keep children in Cumbria safe. 

Detective Inspector  
Jenny Beattie 

http://www.cumbria.police.uk


 

 

Page 8      www.beaconhill.cumbria.sch.uk               Beacon Hill Community School 

Recently our school decided, once again, to be involved in 
the Cumbrian School Book Awards,  ‘Spellbinding’.  
The challenge is to read eight books starting from before 
the February half term through until June. All eight books 
have been recently published and cover a wide variety of 
genres, from life stories surrounding dementia and autism 
to dystopia and historical fiction; hopefully something to 
suit everyone.   
The full list of titles includes: Cell 7 by Kerry Drewery, 
Hour of the Bees by Lindsay Eagar, 20 Questions for Gloria 
by Martin Bedford, The Girl in the Blue Coat by Monica 
Hesse, The Bubble Boy by Stewart Foster, Word Nerd by 
Susis Nielsen, The Time Travelling Hamster by Ross Welford 
and Night Wanderers by C.J. Flood.  
So far the students who have decided to take part in this 
challenge are enjoying the experience and getting the 
chance to interact with other students across Cumbria 

using the Spellbinding chat room.  Those who complete the 
challenge of reading all 8 books will be entered into a draw 
to win one of 2 places to the awards ceremony in June. 

Ellie Phillips and Jared Thomson YR8  

NB Mrs Cruickshank has set an additional challenge to 
see whether any of the students taking part can beat her 

to read all 8 titles! 

Fri 7th April 2017 End of Spring term 

Mon 10th & Tues 11th April 2017 YR11 GCSE DT Workshops 10am -3pm  

Mon 24th April 2017 Summer term begins 

Mon 1st May 2017 May Day Bank Holiday - school closed 

Tues 2nd May 2017 Old Trafford visit 

Sat 13th May 2017 Keswick mountain bike ride 

Sun 14th May 2017 Colour Run charity event 

W/B 15th May 2017 Governor Attendance Support Panel 

Wed 17th - Fri 19th May 2017 YR10 Work Ready programme  

Wed 17th May 2017 YR7 & 8 Robotics Day 

Tues 16th May 2017 GCSE examinations begin 

Mon 29th May - Fri 2nd June 2017 Half-term 

Wed 14th June 2017 Spellbinding Awards Day 

Sat 17th June 2017 Pretty Muddy event 

W/B 3rd July 2017 YR10 Work experience week 

Wed 5th July 2017 YR6 Induction Day 

Fri 7th July 2017 YR5 Taster Day 

Tues 11th July 2017 Sports Day 

Wed 12th July 2017 Energi Trampoline Park PE rewards trip 

Thurs 13th July 2017 Reflection Rooms 

W/E 14th July 2017 YR7-10 End of year profiles posted home 

Wed 19th July 2017 End of Summer term 
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