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17th March 2020 
 
 
Dear Parents/Carers 

This is a worrying time and we share your concerns about how to keep your family safe as Corona virus continues to 

be a serious issue. At school we are following Public Health England advice and are doing all we can to protect our 

staff and students and keep both schools open for Year 11. 

However, staff self-isolations and social distancing means that staffing ratios have become too low to operate safely 

at Beacon Hill, and we are therefore asking students in years 7, 8, 9 and 10 to stay at home from Wednesday 18th 

March until after the Easter break and work independently. Work will be sent home via their school emails and we 

expect students to complete and return everything they are set. Work will be sent in 45 minute ‘chunks’ to replicate 

lessons in their school timetables. If they are stuck, they should email queries to staff who will respond as soon as 

they can. 

This partial closure is a measured reaction to the situation which will allow students with examinations this summer 

to be taught face to face. Students we are sending home are not necessarily ill, and should stay at home and 

complete around five hours of work every school day. Following government guidelines on social distancing, can I 

remind you that your children should not be out in public. Staff will be working hard to make sure your child’s 

education is not compromised. We will be making sure we provide plenty of appropriate work, and monitoring the 

work your child completes and returns. If your child has already been sent home from school unwell, this work will 

be available for them to complete and catch up with over the Easter break. 

We recognise this is a worrying development in a fast moving situation and we ask for your support and patience. 

We recognise that this may be a difficult situation for parents to manage. If you have any concerns about the safety 

of your child studying at home, please contact the school and let us know and we will try and accommodate them at 

school. 

We are currently working on contingency plans to allow students entitled to free school meals to collect lunches 

from the Co-op in Aspatria and will be in touch to confirm arrangements as soon as possible. 

A member of school staff will contact you or your child by phone on Thursday, and at regular intervals, to check all is 

well. We will endeavour to maintain communication as fully and as regularly as possible. This will include not only 

the phone calls mentioned, but updates on the school’s website and on Facebook. 

If you have concerns or questions, please contact the school office. This is a strange and difficult situation for all of us 

and we would like to thank you for your support in helping us and your children manage it as effectively as we can. 

Yours sincerely 

 

 

Judith Schafer 

Executive Headteacher 


