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For a number of years 
we have run a  
successful paired  
reading intervention 
during registration 
times. 
Volunteer YR9 & 10 
students receive 

training to help Yr7 & 8 students who haven’t 
yet achieved the functional literacy level of 
above 11.6 years. Participation is based on 
literacy tests run 4 times a year to determine 
reading and spelling levels. This peer led  
intervention (praised by OFSTED) has proved 
to regularly have a high impact on raising  
students reading levels and also to improve 
their engagement with reading for pleasure. 

BORROWING  
The library has a computerised system to enable 
us to keep an accurate record of students’  
borrowing and track their reading. 
 

Students may borrow up to 4 books/resources at 
any one time. The standard loan period is 4 
weeks.  Books MUST be returned by the date 
stamped on the label inside.  If you need a book 
longer it may be renewed for another 4 weeks 
unless another student has already put in a  
reservation request. 
 

If a you would like a specific book or perhaps you 
have a favourite author that you can’t find 
please speak to Mrs Cruickshank who will check 
whether we have it or not. If on loan to another 
student you can reserve it for when it is  
returned. If it isn’t in stock Mrs Cruickshank will 
add it to a list to be considered the next time 
she is ordering. 
 

REMINDERS for overdue books are sent out each 
month  to  form tutors and an automated email 
is sent to students’ school email account.  
Reminder texts are also sent home and when  
resources are over 3 months overdue parents/
Carers will be contacted by letter see below. 

The school doesn’t charge fines for over-
due books however, if a book has been lost 
or damaged please let Mrs Cruickshank 
know as soon as possible. Depending on the  
circumstances you may be asked to pay for 
it to be replaced. Students with seriously  
overdue books aren’t allowed to borrow 
any more until the situation has been  
resolved. 



 

 

 

 

It is expected that every student at  

Beacon Hill will always have a book to 

read in their school bag and encouraged 

to regularly  read at home. 

 

ACCESS  
The library is available during registration,  

lessons, break times as well as before and 

after school. Before school access needs to 

be arranged with Mrs Cruickshank the day 

before. For after school ask Mrs Cruickshank 

on the day. 
 

REGISTRATION 
Each form group registers in the library once 

a fortnight to enable students to browse,  

exchange their  leisure reading books and  

also to read quietly.   
 

DURING LESSONS 

Your teachers may book the library for your 

whole class or send you individually or in 

small groups to carry out your tasks in the 

library. 

Lower school have sessions within  

English giving you the chance to familiarise 

yourselves with how the library works and is 

organised. 

COMPETITIONS Look out for details of regular  
competitions for quizzes, book reviews, poetry   
writing, creative activities etc. which will  
appear on notice boards throughout the school and 
information will be sent out during registration 
time.   

 

During March we distribute £1 
tokens to spend on a book  
either from a book fair (if held 
at that time), Scholastic C2C 
magazine or any participating 
book shop. Each year we organ-
ise a different way to celebrate  
reading by having a short story 
across read across the day, 

dressing up as book characters, decorating form 
doors to depict a favourite book or holding themed 
competitions such as identifying which book a film 
was based on. 

 

C H E S S  
T O U R N A M E N T  
After October half-
term each year we 
hold our popular 
and competitive 
annual knockout 
chess tournament 
which is open to all students from all years  
including staff.   A chess club is run prior to the 
tournament where our resident student chess  
players pass on their skills to those that want to 
learn how to play. 
 

BOOK CLUBS Scholastic book club C2C is run by the 
librarian.   At regular intervals leaflets are on  
display in the Library and distributed during regis-
tration.  The leaflets contain information about new 
books, which you will be able to  
purchase.  Fill in the order form and return it to Mrs 
Cruickshank along with the correct money by the 
date stamped on the leaflet. Orders are usually  
delivered the following week. The school then earns 
a percentage to spend on books for the library. 
 

DIGITAL RESOURCES 
The library has a bank of  
desktop PCs which are  
available during break times 
for completing school work or 
homework. 
 
Digital cameras and video cameras are  
available to borrow with the permission of a 
teacher. 
 
Please ask Mrs Cruickshank if you need any 
help. 

 One student per PC unless you ask  
Mrs Cruickshank if you can share for 
paired or group work.  

 Printing only for school use (20p per 
sheet charge for personal use — ask  
permission first!) 

 Computer games are only allowed on  
Fridays. 

Students are expected to follow the school’s 
Acceptable IT Use Agreement. 

 

At the start of each academic year we look 
to recruit new student librarians from YR7 & 
8.  Successful applicants complete their 
training during break times and once fully 
trained on a rota students help the librarian 
to shelf books, create displays and  man the 
issue desk. 
Trained student librarians receive special 
privileges including: 

 Lunch pass to jump the queue when on 
duty. 

 To read new books first! 
Watch out for the posters! 

 


