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Dear Parents, Guardians and Carers and Y6 students

I would like to introduce myself. My name is Mrs Saunders, and I am the Pastoral Lead at Beacon Hill Community
School. I am also the SENDCo (Special Educational Needs and Disabilities Co-ordinator) at school. I work closely with
Mrs Pearce, the Pastoral Manager. We are here to focus on your wellbeing in school.

Starting secondary school is a very exciting time, but can also be quite daunting as many of you will transfer from a
relatively small school to a larger one. The thing that most students worry about initially is getting lost as you move around the school site. Try not to worry
too much about this, mostly your whole class will be moving to the same next classroom as you, so you can all work it put together! Within a week, I promise,
you will know where every classroom is. There will also be plenty of other adults and students who are happy to help and will assist you if you get lost.

I also realise at the moment that you may be more anxious as schools are mainly closed and starting again is going to feel very strange. Please try not to
worry, as we will be in regular contact with you and your parents, updating you with information. We will do our very best to ensure that your introduction to
the Beacon Hill community is as smooth as possible and we are all here to help you through. From this week, there is a dedicated area for transition on our
school website - http://beaconhill.cumbria.sch.uk/year-6-transition/ and each week I will be adding information, activities and challenges.

Although some of you have already been to Beacon Hill during our Primary experiences from Year 4 onwards over the last few years, starting secondary school
is a little different. If you have any worries or concerns, please send an email to me at lsaunders@beaconhill.cumbria.sch.uk. Everyone is looking forward to
supporting you whilst you settle back into the routine of school life.

I’m really looking forward to meeting you and your family in person, but in the meantime, if you have any questions do not hesitate to get in touch with me.

Mrs Saunders

http://beaconhill.cumbria.sch.uk/year-6-transition/
http://beaconhill.cumbria.sch.uk/year-6-transition/
mailto:lsaunders@beaconhill.cumbria.sch.uk


Code of Conduct

Treat each other with respect
· So we can all feel safe
· So there is no bullying
· So that your child can learn and let others learn
· So we don’t upset others

Treat other people’s space and environment with care
· So we can all feel safe
· So your child doesn’t injure others or themselves
· So we can create a calm and pleasant place to learn

Listen to the person who is meant to be talking
· So students can hear what others have to say
· So they will understand what they need to do
· So everyone has a chance to contribute

Follow instructions
· So students know what to do
· So they stay safe
· So they achieve their potential



Map of the building:



Homework is an important part of the curriculum and helps you to
consolidate your classroom learning.

Homework will be set by subject teachers.

Core subjects of English, Mathematics and Science will set weekly homework.

Years 7 and 8 - every non-core subject sets an extended piece of homework each half-term to be completed and returned
two weeks after being handed out.

In addition, each week all KS3 students will be directed to a specific 'Knowledge Spark'. This will include reading,
discussion, new vocabulary and a weekly quiz. We would encourage parents to read and discuss this with your child each
week. The Spark for each week will be posted on Facebook.

The school library, with computer access, is open during break/lunch times and after school for independent study and
completion of homework.



Every morning we start in 
form groups and have 
different activities; 
whole school assembly, 
student interventions (SI), 
library time, planner work or discussion 
time.  On rotation your child will visit the school library to 
choose a book and read quietly with the rest of the form. 
Each student is expected to have a book in their bag every 
day as there may be other occasions to read during school.

It is essential that students are on time to school - they are 
to be at their form/SI room  ready for the start of the school 
day by 8.45am.  

Punctuality is vital and the school is always asked about 
students’ punctuality in  sixth form, college applications and 
references.

If students are unavoidably late they are required to sign in 
at reception, giving a reason for their lateness. 



Some lessons are 
double length

The initials of the 
teacher

The subject

The room

Codes:
Hu Humanities
Sa Spanish
Fd Food
Sc Science
Ca Cumbrian Award
Ma Maths
Mu Music
Dr Drama
Ar Art
En English
Pd Personal Development



FOOD IN SCHOOL

Students may use the school canteen or bring in a packed 
lunch at break and lunch. They should bring in a small plastic 
bottle to fill from our water cooler. 

At BREAK students can enjoy a variety of snacks and drinks 
served in the school canteen.  

At LUNCH the canteen serves a wide variety of homemade 
food including sandwiches, wraps, hot and cold food -
vegetarian options are available.  

All students remain on the school premises during the 
morning break and lunchtime.  

Many of our students come to school on school transport -
they must come into school straight away and not go to the 
garage or shop or for a friend.  Students are NOT to bring 
sweets or fizzy drinks to school.  

http://beaconhill.cumbria.sch.uk/canteen/

http://beaconhill.cumbria.sch.uk/canteen/


A uniform order form can be picked up from the school office alternatively
please contact the suppliers direct:

Address: West Lakes Embroidery 69 Senhouse Street, Maryport, Cumbria CA15 6BU

Website: www.westlakesembroidery.co.uk

Tel: 01900 817799/07449223985 Email: routledl@aol.com

GIRLS' UNIFORM:
· Black pleated or straight skirt of a reasonable length or black trousers
· Black socks or tights but not both

BOYS' UNIFORM:
· Black trousers
· Black or white socks

BOTH:
· School navy jumper with badge
· School navy blazer with badge optional
· White school shirt
· Red/navy striped school tie
· Black school shoes (not black trainers)

PE/GAMES EQUIPMENT
· Navy school polo shirt 
· Long navy football socks
· Navy shorts/skort/sports leggings/sports shorts
· Football/hockey boots
· Shin guards
· Mouth guard
· Gym shoes/trainers
· Navy school hoodie

http://www.westlakesembroidery.co.uk/


SCHOOL UNIFORM IS IMPORTANT

We believe that a school uniform gives students a sense of identity and
belonging to the school. It helps students to take pride in their appearance
and helps to project a positive image of our school. We appreciate the full
support of parents in maintaining high standards of school uniform.

We do stress that outdoor clothes should not be worn in lessons and that
sportswear, especially sporting footwear, should be used only for games/sports
lessons.

We strongly advise that items of clothing are labelled, especially PE equipment.

If for any reason a student is not wearing uniform a letter must be sent in from parents to explain and give notice when the student expects to be
back in uniform.

Makeup, hair and jewellery:
· Only one small stud can be worn in the lobe of each ear: no other facial jewellery is permitted, including tongue piercings
· No other jewellery ,except a watch, is allowed
· Acrylic nails & nail varnish are not permitted 
· Makeup must be discreet - students who are wearing too much makeup for school will be asked to remove it 
· Piercings cannot be taped over, they must be removed. 
· Hair colouring must be  using natural colours
· Hair styles and cuts must not be extreme



LLMAC – Local Labour Market Aligned Curriculum

LLMAC is one of the many aspects of our school that makes it individual, forward thinking 
and deeply embedded within our community.

As a country we are in the midst of great change, and these changes have a major impact 
n Cumbria, which will accelerate in the coming years. In Cumbria, there is a significant 
shortage of people to take over the jobs of those projected to retire or leave in the 
coming years. This numbers in the tens of thousands, and there are just not enough 
students coming through from our schools and colleges to fill these often vital roles.

As part of this we decided, following extensive talks and consultation with local 
employers, county and nationwide employers and professional bodies to introduce the 
LLMAC curriculum.

LLMAC stands for Local Labour Market Aligned Curriculum, and 
as such the aims of it are fairly clear. We want to make sure that 
our students are prepared for, aware of and ready to accept the 
challenges that are coming, and grasp the huge opportunities 
that they offer.

The strands that weave together into LLMAC together with the 
traditional curriculum are Cumbrian Award, Industry 
Project and Engineering.



Cumbrian Award

Beacon Hill are excited to be piloting a new qualification this year. The Cumbrian Award is being 
developed with partners including the National Trust, The Forestry Commission, Derwent Hill and 
Mountain Rescue. The Award is endorsed by The Lake District National Park World Heritage Site 
organisation. Beacon Hill have led the development of the qualification with a number of the county’s 
secondary schools and primary partners.

Cumbrian Award Students are developing a true sense of Cumbria’s fantastic offering and are 
increasing their participation in the county. The qualification intends to develop a sense of identity 
and place for young people in Cumbria. 

Students will actively engage in the outdoors – planning and leading 
adventures including hill walking, mountain biking, kayaking and road 
cycling. Building on these adventures students will take part in 
substantial conservation projects to enhance and preserve the 
environment they are enjoying. 

A social enterprise unit will see students link with local employers to not 
only raise money to fund their Adventures, but also to enhance their 
understanding of the complex and diverse Cumbrian economy and the 
opportunities it presents. A Community Project element will see 
students engaging with local government, accessing funds and positively 
contributing to their area of Cumbria. Important in all of this is an 
appreciation and celebration of Cumbria’s rich cultural heritage and 
developing an awareness and embracing of this in young Cumbrians. 

The Cumbrian Award aims to deliver the full package of Enterprise, Adventure, 
Conservation and Culture in Cumbria.



All students are expected to have a suitable bag so that
books and equipment can be carried safely between
home and school and that they have the basic
equipment so that they are fully equipped for their
lessons.

Necessary every day!
Þ Black pen
Þ Green pen
Þ Pencil
Þ Ruler
Þ Eraser
Þ Sharpener
Þ Planner
Þ Calculator 
Þ Glue stick
Þ Pair of compasses
Þ Protractor
Þ Earphones
Þ Highlighter
Þ Reading book

Desirable/Useful
Þ Colouring pencils

Science - long hair must be tied back and a sharp pencil and ruler should be 
brought to every lesson.

Food Technology - students will be required to bring ingredients to school when 
they are cooking. 

LOCKERS
We have lockers available for students to use - the 

cost is £10 for 5 years (£5 refundable in Yr11 when 

key returned) but they must remember their key 
every day and will have to pay for a replacement key should they 

lose it.

LOST PROPERTY
Please ensure that all items of clothing and equipment are 

clearly marked with your child’s name.  This makes it more likely 

that any item that is found can be returned to its owner.  Any 

such item should be taken to the Office or Sports Hall.  This is 

where students should enquire if something has been mislaid.

VALUABLES AND MONEY
We advise that expensive items or large amounts of money are 

not brought into school. If your child has to bring a large sum of 

money to school, for instance to pay for a trip, it would 

be advised to hand into the office on entry to school.



School policy is that NO student is allowed their mobile phone during school at all.

Students MUST hand their mobile phones at the school office before AM
registration, where they will be stored securely.

School will not in any way accept liability for lost, stolen or damaged mobile phones
in our possession and that our recommendation is that they are better left at home.

Should your child need to contact you, or you need to contact your child during
school hours, this can be easily and quickly done via the office.



Hopefully, this has answered some of your questions about coming to Beacon 
Hill?

If you have any further questions, concerns or worries, don’t forget you can 
email me at lsaunders@beaconhill.cumbria.sch.uk

Keep your eye on the transition area of the website – I’ll be adding extra 
information, activities and links each week.

With everything crossed – we’ll be able to welcome you all in September!

Mrs Saunders

mailto:lsaunders@beaconhill.cumbria.sch.uk

